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PROCEEDINGS 

O F T HE 

FRENCH COURT, 

FROM 

Charles VIII. to the latter Part 
of the Reign of L e w is XIV. 

SHEWING 

What little Rjcgaid has bcca liad to the Faith 

of Treaties ; the Ties of Blood, Marri- 
egc, Friendfliip and Oathi. £?'c,c:iIOAf 

PARTICaLARLY " '. -* 
tfl iVhal manhct (hty hdi/c dcilt With ^ iV C?- 
LJND, Garmatty, Spain, Portupsl, Poland, 
Swtdeti, Sicily ; not omicting the Slates Gene- 
ral, the Ele«5tors of Bramiienburg^ Palatine 
and Mentz, the Dukes of Lorain and Ntw- 
burg, ate. 

Proper to be compar'd with the 7refent 
Itmfs, and to be perus'd by all true Englijh 
Men ; by which they may judge, how far 
the French are to be depended on by their 
Allies, cither in Time of Peace or IVar. 

Qditnus accipitrem, quiafemper vivit in armL: 

LONDON: 

Printed by S. Palmer ^«d J. Huggonfon in Bar- 
thoIomew-Clofe ; yf«(jL Sold by J. Wilford in 
Stationers- Court, «^/7r Liidg^te, 1730. 
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To the Moft High, Puiffant, 
and Noble Prince, 

Wriotheslt Russel, 

Duke and Earl of Bedford, 
Marquis of Taviftoke^ Ba- 
ron Rujjel of Thornhaugh^ 
and Baron Howland of 
Streatham. 

Ma/ it pkafe )>our Grace, 

O permit me^ who 
am a juft Admirer 
of Your great and 
amiable Chara&er^ 
to lay this Short 

_ Narrative of the 

former Conduft of 
the French Court both in Peace 
and War (a feafonable Memento 

to 



m 






. T.-.>vsr,-,-, ,-,»..-.. 'r'.^ 



i Dedication. 

to our prefent Age) at the Feet of 
One, whofe Delcent from a long 
Anceltry of worthy Patriots in- 
fpires him with an Emulation of 
their Glory ; whofe large and o- 
pulent Fortune gives him the 
Freedom of a£ltng, by fetting 
him above all fordid Allurements; 
and whofe generous and unbound- 
ed Spirit teaches him to employ 
that Fortune to the beft of Pur- 
pofes, the Promotion of his Coun- 
try's and his fellow Creature's 
Welfare. 



Strong are the AfTuranccs of 
Friendfhip and Fidelity, which a 
fieighhouring Nation is inceflantly 
giving us; butj how much (oevcr 
we may truft to Treaties and j4l* 
liance5y\t may not misbecome eve- 
ry true Lover of his Country to 
have a watchful Eve on the Con- 
f!i\i^ of a People^ who have been 
long accuftomd to live in Hojlili- 
iies^ and to look upon England 
a& the fole Impediment of their 



Dedication. 



lU 



■growing Power ; who cannot but 
refent the Deditzon of their Ter- 
ritories abroad, the Demolition^ ^ 
of their fa'vouri^e Tort at home, 
and our prcfent Remonftrances 
againlt the clandefiine Reparati- 
ons of it ; who feel to this Day, 
a lecret Smart and Anguifli in the 
frequent Defeats given to their 
Arms by our fuperior Strength, 
under the aufpicious Conduct of 
our vi{iorious General ; and (what 
fis a peculiar Call to our Vigi- 
lance) who, notwithftanding thefe 
Defeats, have recovered thcin- 
felves fo fuddenly, and by their 
Dexterity in Negotiations repair 'd 
all their Difadvantages in War. 

iHirts ut Ilex ton fa hipennihus 
Nigra feraci frondis m AlgidOy 
Ter damna, per aedeis ab ipfo 
7)ucit opes animumque ferro. 

H R, car. 1. 4. od, 4. 



With 



iv Dedication. 

With this View it is. My Lord, 
that I publifh thefe Memoirs^ and 
were their Compofition anfwera- 
ble to their Defign, I might pro- 
niife myfelf the Commendation 
of every True Briton, Under 
Your Lordfliip's Patronage howe- 
ver I hope to efcape their Cen- 
fure, for attempting to do this 
Service to my Country, which 
Avas the only Way, 1 had, of ap- 
proving mylelf, 

Mjf Lord^ Tour Graces 
Mojl Humble and 
Moji Devoted Servant ^ 



^ 



R. Croft. 
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Tb^ INTROTiC/CTION, 

HEN [his Hiftory commenc'd, cer- 
cainljf ii; was high rime to chink of 
making rhe Mimjlers of France bet- 
ter ChriftiaKS ; for 'tis apparent they 
had taken up the Principle of the 
common Enemy of Chrifiendom^ and to make his 
Maxims, rhe Rukj and Mea-fure of their Pro- 
ceedings, viz. Abfoiute Power at home, andL';/i- 
vcrjal Empire abroad, was their Aim, as well as 
rhe Turks. And feeing ihat by ('uch Aftions all 
the Duties of Chriftianity were laid in the Dud", 
it wouM be hard to determine under which of 
the two, Chrljicndom would obra'n fairefl Quar- 

B rer. 
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ter, after an abfolute Conqueft ; for ibo* France 
be Owner of "the better Failh^ yet the other keep 
Faith better ; becaufe all Travellers agree that 
the Turks count it Rcl'gion co keep their Word 
and Pronfiifc. 

But, it feems, France may do any thing Reg- 
nandi Caasa, as we Ihall ftiew by and by, when 
we come to tell how little Value is made of Prff- 
mifes. Obligations^ jlllianees, and Sacraments. In 
thefe Things they exceed the Grand Signior -, but 
in Matter and Extent of abfolute Dominion, they 
are his Rivals; and, afpiring to forcilall him in 
his Defign upon Europey they afledi: to become 
fole Matters of a fVeftern, as he is of the Eaftern 
Empire. And why not? Why ftiould not Lewis 
the XIV, have had it, as his Predcccffor C^&ijW^. 
f^ini/i had ic heretofore ? His great Minifters and 
Officers, both LivH and Military^ fay, they have 
ample Territories, and very Populous, and a 
molt numerous Nobility, and Gentry ; as much 
Courage as their Anceftors, with the Advantage 
of being train'd up cither by Aftions of War, 
or warlike Exercifes, tc^ether with the Situa- 
tion of their Country, and the Opportunity thejr 
thence have of Invading their Neighbours, upon 
all Occnfions. 

The Fruitfulnefs and Riches of the Soil, the 
prodigious Quantity of all Sorts of Commodities, 
Manufaftures, and othcrways, whereby they 
fupply neighbouring Countries, and withal, the 
vaft Revenues of their Kings who haVe governM 
of late, without Ch^ck or Controul, do all con- 
fpire to give them Advantage and Opportunity 
of opprefling other States or Princes. They 
boaft how Charles the VIII frighted all other 
Potentates by the furprizing Conqueft of tho 
Kingdom of Naples \ how they contended with 

the 
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Xhzjiuftrian Family, when it had been rab'd on 
a iudden to a wondrous Grandeur, by tiie Ac- 
ceflion of innumerable Provinces, united in the 
Perfon of Charles the V. ; and how their King 
Fravcis thel. had like to have carry'd from him 
the Imperial Cro-'d^i^ and to that Purpofe had en- 
gag'd 'feveral ot the EleSlon : But they forget 
to tel] us, chat when he had mifs'd it, (then to 

■ be revenged on the Emperor, and the other 
Cbriftinn Princn) he was the Firft, who taught 
the French Kings the moji Chrifimn 'Trick of 
making Leagues with the Turks ; for fo he did 
with Solyman the Magnificent, as you have it in 
my Lord Herbert^ Hiftory of ovr Henry the Vlll. 
and accordingly God profper'd him : For tho* he 
had fevcral Times the Turks Affiftance to carry 
on his revengfu] Defigns, to the Hazard of all 
Chrifitn/iom, yec at laft he was. forced to yeild 
to the viflorioiis Arms of that Emperor Charles, 
who took him Prifoner, and made him buy his 
peace at an extraordinary Rate. BncyethisSon 
f:/irKry the II. li.id better Succefs, and would have 
extended his Dominions very far, had he not 
been prevented by a fudden, unfortunate Death, 
as did alfo hisSaccelfor Henry tlie III. 

Then came on his Succefibr Henry the IV". 
and of him they boaft chat he fubducd Monjiers 
of Fa titans at home, and afterwards rcviv'd chat 
monftrous Defign of Grafping all abroad ; that 
having made good his Title to the Crown by 
theSucccfs of his Arms, he bent all his Thoughts 
upon a Projeft, vaft in its Extent, as extraor- 
dinary in the Nature of it i intending no lefs 
than to caft Europe into a new Model, and re- 
duce all the Kingdoms, and Commonwealths, 
that were in his Time, to a certain Number, 
and to bring them into fuch Bounds as he (hauld 

,L_ fl 3 think 
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think fit to prefcribe to them, refervuig to hrni- 
felf a Portion fo confiderablc, as to have enabled 
him, or at leall his.SuccefTors, to accomplilh 
that univerfal Monarchy, which had been firft 
defigo'd by his Predeceflbr FrdflWj. To this ef- 
fect, he had made Choice of his Generals, and 
other great Officers, furnilh'd his Arcenals with 
mighty Stores of Arms, ahd coUefted prodi- 
gious Sums of Money into his Treafury, and. 
then all came to nothing, by a fuddcn un- 
expeded Stroke, which was given him by the 
H^nd of Ravailiac. 

After him, his Son L,twis the XIII, (though 
by reafon of fome Domeftick Broils, and Civil 
Wars, he was not at leifure to carry on the Pro- 
ject of his Predeceflbrs) by employing to that 
Purpofe the great Armory, and Wealth, which 
his Father provided, he had, neverchelefs, an 
Eye towards it ; and Cardinal Richelieu^ with 
the reft of his Mioifters, Ending that the Houfe 
of Aujtria was very near bringing all Germanj 
under their Subjeclion, and afier the Battle of 
Prague, ftood fair to carry away Univerfal Em- 
firey (the Darling of France) they hafVened, 
with what Speed they could, to put an End to 
Civil Diflentions, which when they had done, 
being courted by divers Princes for Aflfiftance 
and Prote^ion againft the growing Power of the 
Aujlrian Family, and were glad of the Oppor- 
tunity, reckoning, that under a Shew of afllfting 
weak Princes, they at length might take o^caGon 
to ihare with them their Principalities, and by 
that Meansvaftly increafe their own Power : By 
which they fubdu'd new Provinces, and conG- 
derable Towns in Spain^ Ilaly^ GermaHj., and 
the Low Countries which ai lail made the Princes 
as jealouji almoft of diem, as they had been be- 
fore 
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fore of the Aujirian Family i fo that to prevent 
further Mifchief, they were content to fit down 
with their Lofles, rather than truft their French 
jllliancesany longer, which occafion'd that great 
Treaty held at Mmjiir, which ended in a ge- 
neral Peace, Anno Dom. 164S. 

Before I proceed unj farther, I wou'd crave 
Leave of the Reader to draw an Obfervation 
or two of, what has been hitherto faid, viz, 
Ftrft^ That had not France had a marvellous 
Wit, Courage, and Fortune, it could never 
have borne its Head above Water, in the midfb 
of fo many Waves and Tcmpefts of Difcord, 
and RebellioHj as Were rais'd during the Reigns 
of the forcmention'd Kings, and yet continu'd 
in a Condition to maintain itfelf, and likcwifc 
bid fair agaJnft its Aufirian Rivals for general 
Dominion, 

Secondly^ That in all Ages, as foon as their 
inteftine Troubles have been over, they have 
ftil!, out of a reftlefs warhke Humour, endea- 
vour'd to encroach upon their Neighbours, and 
for enlarging their own Territories ; laid hold 
upon all Opportunities to difturb Mankind, nor 
could they ever yet fct any Bounds co their Am- 
bition. 

'Ti)irdly, That their ambitioua Humour, fup- 
porced by the Grcamefs of Power, would long 
before this, have brought all Europe under Sub- 
jeiftion, if their own Divifionsand private Quar- 
rels, had not from tim^ito time retarded their 
Defigns for many Years ^ or had not their 
greateft Princes been cut off, before they could 
finifh their intended Work. 

Foartbly and laJHy, As a Confequence of the 
three former, that ic was, and will be, the true 
Ifltcrcft of all Princely to oppofc the French Dc- 

Cgns i 
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figns -, or, if tliey have at any Time Occafion 
to ufe them againft other Oppreflbrs, yet ftill 
to remember, that m Oppre_fion is like ibeirs, 
and that they medicate k always, even in the 
midft of Friendlhip: And therefore, that thcjr 
arc not to accept of their Afiiftancc longer or 
further, than meer NcccIIity, or publick Utility 
require it, but to caft them oft" as foon as the 
Danger is over : As it was praftis'd in the Peace 
of Paffiiw, in the Time of Henry the II. and in 
that of Munjler ; in both which the French were 
prevented from further Progrefs, by Rcafon of the 
Jealoufy of their jfllia: However, in all fuch 
Occafions, they ever made Acquifitions, and 
came off with great Advantages. 

In the Stories of fuch great Achievements 
of their Princes, the French Minijlers pride and 
delight thcmfclvcs, and to their Monarchs, 
when youthful, they propound them for Imita- 
tation i to this F.nd, it was the Care of Cardi- 
nal Mazarinfy in the Minority of the King, to 
provide him an able 'tutor^ that might tbrm 
and fix in the Mind of his Majefty, the greateft 
Lieai of Glory and warlike I'Jiterprizes. This 
was the Biihop of Hadtiy his firft Preceptor, 
who» as foon as his young Mailer came to un- 
derftand Letters, inllead of diverting him with 
RamaiiceSi entertain 'd him in Reading the Lives 
and AAions of the greateft of his Prcdeccflbrs, 
but above all, recommended ro him the Story 
and Model of a greai^'rince, in the Aftionsand 
Ejtploitsof his Grandlathcr Hf/tryihc IV. to this 
Purpofc wrote a very accurate Book, which 
hntli fincc been publilh'd. This Prime, by his 
own natural Oi^muj, as well as the happy Succefa 
. of bis iirft Undertakings, purfu'd thefc InftruAi- 
ODSi and propoa'd to himfclf that Example as 

tlie 
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the fole Rule of his Aiftions. The Hiftory of 
that grear King was his moft ordinary Study: 
In imitation ot him, he took Care to accumu- 
late a vail Treafure, and rais'd a mighty Reye- 
nue, fought for Alliances abroad, and fucceffive- 
ly rais'd many numerous Armies. It is evident 
therefore, that he afted upon the very fame 
Plans, and all were but the old Projects of hia 
Predeccflbrs rencw'd, and the Effedis of thofe 
Imprcflions, which he fuck'd in with his Milk. 
Do but read the Boob call 'd the Msfminof Hen- 
ry the IV. with thofc of Prefidcnt Iceannin, and 
the Bifhop of Rodes, and then you cannot but 
conclude, that whatfoever his molt potent Grand- 
father had conceiv'd in his Imagination, and 
intended to bring forth, by the Power of his 
Armiefi, viz. a wondrous Theatre of UmhnjH' 
an Glory, founded upon a mountainous Heap of 
Cbrijtian Souh^ to amaze and terrify Mankind 
.into an Umverfal Slavi^yy, that he endeavour'd 
to put in Execution ; for as the DeQre of Glory 
hath no Bounds, and in regard, his Years and 
Condition put him into a Capacity to run a -lon- 
ger Courfe than did Henry le Grand, we cou'd 
not reafonably expeft otherwifc, but that he, 
who fo often Crofs'd the Rhine, after he had 
over^run the Continent, wou'd crofs the narrom 
Seas likewifc to make us a Vifit. 

The Writers of that Age, taking a great deal 
of Pains, to nourilh tliefe Thoughts in him, 
had no other Study, but how to feed this his na 
Cural Humcur, and to transfufe the fame into 
his Son the Danphin. They facrific'd their Pens 
to the Encrcafe of that native Defire of Glory 
which ihey dilcover'd in them, and the great 
Rewards, ihat were given to the Writers for it, 
are authemick Proofs of an Acceptance of their 

Scf- 
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Service. Buc furely, fuch Acknowledgements 
from a young high Spirit, who yet belicv'd himfclf 
to be ill a ConditioQ to execute all that plcas'd 
hioif and who jiam drunk down the Maxim, 
^bat to lake PojfeJJieti by the Sword any Tilie is 
fujjicienty was previoudy a. very dangerous Sen- 
tence upon all the reA of Mankind, againft 
whom, his Miniftera fhould perfuade him, that 
he had any Shadow of Pretenfions. And chat 
this may more clearly appear to us, we need 
only read the printed Books, fince dedicated to 
him, among which is one that cirries this Ti- 
tle, viz^ 1'he juji Prctencei of the King of France 
to the Empire: Which Book, having laid down 
this for a Pofition, That ibe Dominiom of Sove- 
raign PrinecSt which have been the Conqaejis of 
ether Croivnif can be never alieniited, but may h$ 
refetv'd into thefe two Conclufions. 

Firfl:» ^al the greateji Pari of Germany it 
the Patrimony^ and antient Inheritance of the 
French Princes. 

Secondly, That Charlemain did fojfefi Ger- 
many, aj ATiflj o/" France, nfid not as Emptfror. 

What may not be drawn from fuch kind of 
Aflertions? 

Ntbil efi qmd credent de ft Jmhiliff 
^^ Laudata Nequit, 

If thefe Things be believ'J in France, what may 
nottheAuthoisof/raBtr prevail with their Ma- 
fter todo? May ihcy not as well prove and per- 
fuade him, that be wean the Titles of other Prin- 
ces within the Pomel of his Sword ? If one may 
judge of what is to come by whu is paEl, all 
Eurape will have Caufe enough to Hand upon 
ifaeir Guaild, aod ukc Alarm^ to prevent the 

M^chi* 
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Machinations of the French Miniftry, whofe 
ibie Bufincfs it is to blow up the Glory of their 
Mafter to a mighty Bubble; and 'lis, indeed, 
no more than a Bubble^ that he gets. He is at 
the Expence, whilft they colled for themfelvcs 
mighty Fortunes out of the Ruins of Mankintl, 
and feed the Marjhalls, and the other great Mi~ 
iitary Officers^ with Expectations of fliaring 
other Princes Dominions, and as faft as they 
can conquer, to be all made Princes. 

Section I. 

Shewing, how far the Fxench Mi- 
nifters ba've receded from the 
known Rules of Juflice in ma- 
king War. 

TH E Heathens ''as Hiftorlanstell us^ made 
it a point of Confcience, never to begin a 
War upon dieir Neighbours, or others, until 
they had Caufcs fufficient to juftify them in it. 
For this Principle the Romans were moil emi- 
nent i and therefore fuch Cnufis^ they, in their 
Language, term'd Prtndjiia j that is to fay, 
'^egiwtwgs, or Principles ; intimating thereby, 
'thai no War could be well begun, without 
them, nor luckily end-, and according to what 
the Rhodian Ambaflkdors, in their Orations 
made to the Senate of Rome fay. Certe qitidem vos 
ejlis Romarti, £fff. * Teu are Romans indeed, be- 

* caufe ye place your Glory in ibis, thai ye expeSi 

* your JV'a-n Jhould prove fuccefsful, for ye look to 

* tlie Principia, the beginninz of (hem, that they 

C • hi 
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* he not without ~ Caufe undertaken^ rather than 

* to a viiioritus Event. Much might be 
faid to this point out of C'tcerOy ana others, 
who wrote of the Laws, univerfally receiv'd 
among Nations : But, to be Ihorc, Writers oa 
that Subject do generally determine, that the 
jull Caufes of War are reducible to the three 
follpwii^ Heads. 

Firfi, That it be undertaken for Defence \ or. 

Second, For R ec$very of what hath been taken 
away i or, 

Third, For the Punijbment of Injuries done. 

Some one of thefe ought to be Ingredient in 
the beginning of a War, elfe it cannot have a 
ju(t Caufe : het us then examine the French 
War by thefe Rules. 

When it began, the World was very much 
at Peace, iXiA France fo muchfuperior in Power 
and Greatnefs toother Nations, that it need not 
to fear any of its Neighbours ; and confequently 
had no neceflity of any Acccffion of neigh- 
bouring Powers for its Defence. 

Again, the Crown of France was then fofar 
from having been robb'd by any other Nation^ 
that it had aggrandiz'd itielf above all Propor- 
tion, by the Spoils that it had made of many 
Nations i nor was any of the Neighbour Nati- 
ons in other State and Condition, in refpe^ of 
the French Power, than as the Lark under the 
Hobh-j ; not daring fo much as to fiir, but was 
glad to couch, and lie clofc under all the Op- 
preQlons and Rapines, that had been pra^is'd 
upon them by the French. It were too tedious 
here to recite their Aftions to their Neighbour- 
ing Countries, Gnce Evidence hereof is notori- 
ous to the World, and may be coUefted out 
of our eafuing Difcourfe. 

More 
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Moreover th^ Fre»ch were fo far from having 
any Caiife to make War, to punifh any for In- 
juries done ; that having been, in that refpeft al- 
fo, before hand with their Neighbours, moft 
other Princes had then abundant Reafon to com- 
plain againft Injuries of the highdl Nature aftcd 
upon them, and to puniih them with fuch Re- 
venges, as afe due to the common Enemies and 
Dilturbers of Mankind. And truly we may well 
take it for a Kind of tacit Confeffion, that they 
hadnojuft Caufe norOccafion for beginning the 
War, feeing that in a Declaration, confuting but 
of a few Lines (which the French Minijlcrs put 
forth in the Name of their King, before the In- 
vading of the united Provinces') there is not the 
leaft Menrion made of any Caufe, fave, that ic 
■was for their King's Glory .- Becaufe, forfooch, the 
Hollanders had (but we were not told how) £)?- 
traSied from his Glory^ aid the Glory of his An- 
cejiors. Not a Word of any other Caufe -, nor 
was the Glory of God concerned in it, whofe 
"Work ic is ufually to pourShame and Contempt, 
in the end upon all fuich Glory. 

There is alfo another Point, which, of old, 
hath been in Ufe, and that is a Denunciation of 
JV'tr before the beginning of it, ColUgium feci- 
aiiam, a College 6f Heralds was inftituted in old 
Rome, without whofe Advice, as the Roman Se- 
'natf never made War, fo, having firft rcferr'd to 
them to confiderof the Juflnefsof their Under- 
taking, if they determin'd the Juftice of it, then 
rone of the fame College wa^ fcnt to the Enemy, 
rj(before any A^of Hoftility on their part) to de- 
I nouncc it. So Cicero, in his firtt Book ofOJicet, 
rSelli quidem squitas fanfiiffime feciali fopuU Ro- 
tnant jure pr^fcrq^ta e^ \ that is to fiy, ^he Equi- 
ty of any War was moji reUgimiJly determn'd, ac~ 
^g^^ C 2 cording 
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cording to the Lam of the College of Heralds. They 
had likewife certain Laws in that College, which 
were called Jurafamlia., by which theyjudg'd 
of tiie Juftnefs of every War before they en- 
tcr'duponir; and when Wars were denounc'd, 
ihcy were call'd Promulgaia pralia. For take 
away Jull:ice,and what arc Wars, butgrand Rob- 
beries, and murtherous Executions ? 

Thus conicicncbufly and folemnly proceeded 
meer Heathens heretofore. And {hall they not 
then rife upin Judgment, hereafter, againft fuch 
French Cbrijiiaitsf For their Minidcrs, not 
minding Righcor Wrong, thought it better to be- 
gin the War by way of Surprize upon the Dutch 
Hepubikkj reckoning it a furer Way to get Pof- 
icflion, and afterwards to leave it to the fcrupu- 
lou5 Criticks of Law, and Confcience, to write 
and difputc about the Juftice of the Work j no 
matter whether it were righteous, as long as it 
was, in their Senfc, and by cuftom, became a 
glorious Achievement, to invade on a fudden* 
and opprcfs their Neighbours-, and herein they 
gave the World an ample Proof, by furprizing 
.the Dominions of Flanders^ Lorain^ Sicilf^ and 
many other Countries. After what has been thus 
faid and obferv'd, 'tis too notorious to be dc- 
ny'd, that the Rife of that War, was againfl 
ail the juft Rules of wa.r!ike Undertakings ; 
and that all which they, or anybody elfe, can 
-have to (ay in cxcufc of jr, is, that ihcy 
are born under a Ncccfljty of giving Trouble to 
_all the reft of the World, in order to the Prc- 
fervaiion of themfclvesat home. For if Wan 
W'Tc not found out for them abroad, to enter- 
tain and excrcife their young Nobility, at the tx- 
pence of their Neighbours, ihcy would droop 
and lofe their Arc of Aims. The Qeniuit in 

irucfa. 
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truth, of the Nation is fuch, that ic cannot en- 
dureto live long in the Idlenefsof Peace : They 
are ot a Nature ib hot, that there muft be Ah- 
ment for this Fire, and if fome were not given 
jt from abroad, it would form to it felf Matter 
at home. 

To this natural Propenfion muft be added the 
Cuftom in moft part of their Provinces, and 
the particular Difpofltion of noble Families, 
which give fo great Advantages to the elder 
Brothers, that they leave nothing almoft to the 
Younger, but their Induftry and Sword. And 
whereas they rarely betake thcmfelves to Letters 
to obtain a Livelihood, and their Quality fuf- 
fers them not to apply themfelves to A'L'ibatiick 
Trades, there is nothing leJt for them, but 
either their ligiiimaie Robbery in War, or £oia- 
msn Robbery, in order to preferve rheinfelves 
from Want and Poverty, From hence it comes 
to pafs, that their Kingdom always finds it 
felf filled with an idle and daring Youth, ready 
to undertake any thing, and who feek Employ- 
ments for their Valour, be it at whofe Coft it 
will. The Liberty which they had heretofore to 
purfuethis pernicious Humour in Duelling \s, at 
prefent, taken from them, by wholfome Decrees 
of their King ; fo that did not his Minifters find 
out a foreign Vent for their Spleen, whereby 
to make it evaporate, the Flame would be break- 
ing forth within their own Bowels, 

Moreover, as the greateft Revenues of the 
Crown of France rife out of the Purfc of the 
People, fo, becaufe the common Contribution 
cannot be cxafted in Times of Peace, without 
making a great many Male-contenii ■■, its always 
neceflary to feed and fume the airy Multitude 
with Smoak of fomcConquefts, wherein they al- 
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ft) are ape to glory j tho' chey (poor Creatures !) 
get no more by the Chaining of Neighbouring 
Nadons, but to have morcFtrilow*S!aves, and to 
have their own Fetters fct the harder on, and 
iaftncd the firnier, at their Heels. To which end 
the Grandees are always coining Pretences of 
Quarrel, to continue in Arms ; and maintain by 
Force that Royal Authority, which iiaih fo 
ftrongly overflown the Linnits of their funda- 
mental Laws. Otherwifc it isimpoflible to fa- 
tisfy all the Princes and great Men of the Realm i 
tho* the Princes are not fo numerous now as they 
were in the Times of Henry the III. and IV. fincc 
whtch, they have taken it up, as a principal Po- 
licy, to diminifh the Princes as taft as they can, 
and to keep them always employ'd in foreign 
Warsi that by inciting them into Glory, they 
may be confum'd e're long in ruinous Under- 
takings, to the Confumption of their own, as 
well as other Nations. The Platform of which 
Device was firft laid, andinpartefFefted, byCrt;*- 
dittai RicbdifUt and in a g rcat Meafure complcat- 
ed by Mazarine^ his Succeflor, two of the Grand 
Minifters of States. So that you fee how they ob- 
ferve the Rules of Jufticc, whether they deal with 
their own Princes, and People, or with Foreigners, 
be it by the Way o( War or Peace ; making ha- 
Tock of all Mankind without rfmorfe, to make 
great a few of thcmfelvcs ; and that their King 
might drive furioufly on , they have given his Fan- 
cy a fair Profpeft of an imaginary Throne of Glo- 
ry at his Journey's end, on which they promtfc 
to place and elevate him above petty Powers, 
u fole Monarch and Emperor of the Chriftian 
Univerfc. 



i 



SlCT. 



of the French Court, if 



Section II. 

Tromng that as they have clfervd 
no Rtde of Jujiice in making 
War^ fo they have had little 
Regard to it, in objer'^ing Teace^ 
lifhen made. 

I Would not make thus bold with France, were 
it not, that there is a necetRty for it, it was 
no Time to be mealy inouth'd (as we phrafc itj 
but to fpeakout, feeing all that wa^ours at thac 
time involved in the common Fate of Europe \ 
and our Caule cou'd noc but be juft, bfcaufe we 
had Patience, aodcry'dall mannerof fair Means 
to induce the French Mimjf en to grant a Peace j 
and we have borne their Injuries to the utmoft; 
among which this hath been no fmall one, that 
under pretence of allowing our King the Chrifti- 
an Office of a fair Mediatorlhip, they, by going 
at the fame Time to ravifti the reft o( Fianden^ 
have thereby ihewn plainly to ail the World, 
that their Intent was mcerly to delude and 
abufe us. 

In handling this Subjeft, it is our Concern 
to evince, how they have violated the Laws of 
Nations, and to prevent the introducing of fuch 
Maxims into the World, as would dcftroy the 
whole Commerce of Mankind, and render hu- 
man Societies as dangerous as the Company of 
Lyons and Tygers. We are alfo no lefc con- 
cern'd lo defend the publick Faith of Treaties, 
againft their Fuiejfes^ and fubcle Evafions, to 

prcfcrvc 



1 6 Remarks on the Troceedhigs 

prefervc the Law of Arms, within the Rules and 
Formalicics, which the Confent of all Nations 
hath eftablifli'd, and to remove out of the Sight 
of Cbrijiendom fuch fcandalous Examples, which, 
by lamentable Confequenccs, would expofc the 
"Weaker to the Will and PIcafure of the Stron- 

fer, and cftablifli fore: the fole Arbiter of all 
rocecdingg* We arc to medicate fuch Caufcs 
and Means, as may ftop a rapid Torrent, againft 
thelmpctuoufnefs, whereof neither Peace, Mar- 
riage, or Oaths, Blood, Kindred, Frienddiip, 
norCondefcention can be Brinks, Itrong enough 
to keep it within the Channel. It is to our 
purpofc to defend the common Intereft of all 
States, and Princes againft vaft Defigns, which 
have for their Caufc, nothing but a predomi- 
nant Defirc of Conquefta ; for their End, Do- 
minion 1 for their Means, Arms and Intricacies -, 
jjor for its Limits any Thing, but what Chance 
will prefcribe. 

In a Word, it's our Bufinefs to decide 
the Fortune of Eurepe, and to pronounce the 
Sentence either of its Freedom, or Slavery \ for 
betwixt thcfe two, no miilMt Slate can be at- 
tain'd, no Peace be affur'd. 

Other Princes, mull (as long as they can) 
Oppofe France-, to prefervc themfclves free ; bo 
caufe France will never be at reft, till Ihe hath 
hung about their Necks the Toke of Conqiiffts: 
Ana if flie fhould hearken to Terms of a Pact- 
fitatioTiy know, that you are not toenioy ii Ion. 
gcr, than flic, by gaining of Time, to form frcfh 
Councils into new Dcfigns, thinks Bt to make 
a new Ruplure, and fall in upon you on a fud- 
den, like a mighty Tempcit The French 
Faifb hath, of late Years, been pure panicky no 
jooner given, but as foon broken j and (he, by 

tamper- 
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tampermg with orher Prince's Miniftcrs and 
>ubjci5ls, inflruiSs chfm how to manage their 
'Faitli iti point of Truth to beft Advantage^ and 
by a Metal of her own, tries what Metal they 
are made of, e'er Hie deals wich chcir Mafters ; 
and without Noife, fcoots down more Catiles, 
Citadels and Forts, and take more Towns, than 
With all the roaring of her Canon. It hath bepii 
obferv'd, that when her Ambairadors go Abroad, 
they carry along with them thefe principal En- 
gines, or elfe they are fcnt after them The 
Truth of this hath been too nOCOtious to the 
Emperor atFienna, andin Sweden, Poland, Hun- 
gary, Hanover^ Bavaria, _Mitnjler, and other 
Places of the Empire; fo thiC an AmbalTador, 
or Agent, ufually goes before the Army, and 
a Conqucft follows; Which is a new Way to 
Glory, unknown to drfar. Or any of the dull 
Roman Conquerors. But againft an Enemy, any 
thing now is glorious. 

An dolus, an Virlm, quis in bofte Requirat. 

And if this Courfe of corrupting other Men's 
Faith be a Virtue, 'tis no Wonder flie can fo 
readily, without ftraining, quit her own, by a 
quick Difcharge of all AgrecmentSj and Obli- 
gations. Old Nichiiius, the Florentine, • faith. 
Rallies were invented to pleafe Children, and Oaths 
M^fi, that is to fay, to make Men meer Chil- 
dren. But the belt Way ta fatJsfy the World 
about this Matter, will be to give a brief Ac- 
count of the Conduft and Carriage of the French 
Court, before the Minifters which arennw in Em- 
ploy there, appear'd upon the Stage ; who are 
not likely to relinquiih thofe Methods, whicb 
they were bred up in, nor to aft upon any 

D other 
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other Principles, than chofe chat were taught them 
in the School of their two Cardinal Majiers: Of 
the latcer-of them, viz. Mazarine^ it is reported by 
many that upon fevcra) Occafions, he had been 
heard to fay, chat it was a Meannefs in a Man of 
a State Employment to b^Efclave de fa parole^ 
a Slavs to bis Word. 

We arc not to feek for Inftances, how he, and 
his Difciples have praftis'd accordingly to this 
very Day ; lee us look back as far as that grand 
Treaty, betwixt France and Spain^ call'd the 
Pyrrenean Treaty^ the Occafion whereof was 
this i by the Mediation of the Queen Mother 
of France^ a Peace was on Foot, betwixt that 
Crown, and Spain, with a Propoficion of a Mar- 
riage becwecn the King her Son, and the Infanta 
of Spain, the ends of it were aUedg'd to be. 

J Befire to give Eafe and ^iet to their Sub- 
je£if. , 

7o put a Period to the many mifcbievous Confe- 
quences of the H^ar. 

7*0 forget and extingtiifh all the Caufes and Mo- 
tives of tbelVars pafl, and to efiablifh a fincere, en- 
tire, and durable Peace betwixt tbem, and their 
Suaeffors, for the time to comei 

The Treaty being begun, it was grounded 
upon two principal Particulars i and unlefs the 
French would grant thofe, the Spaniard was re- 
folv'd not to proceed in it : The one was, that 
the French fbould forfake their Adherence to Portu- 
gal, the other, that the Infanta Ihould, up(»i the 
Marriage, make a Henunctation ( confirm'd and 
ratify'd by the French King) of all her Pretences, 
Titles and Claims whatiocver to the Spanifb 
Monarchyy and all the Donioioos thereof, or 

w 
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to any Part of the fame, and tljc Rcafon of it 
in tiic Draught of the Treaty is fet down in 
thefe Words, 

* Left the Glory of their refpeftive Kingdoms 

* fhould happen to decaf, and be diminifh'd, if, 
' through the faid iVIarriage, they fhould come 
' to be united and conjoined in any of their Chil- 

* drcn or Poftericy, yhich might occafion to 
' the Subjcifts fuch Troubles, and-Affliiltions, as 

* raaycafily be imagm'd. 

Next; as to the Exclufion and Abandoning 
of Portugal, the French King oblig'd hlmlelf to 
it in thefe Words. 

* His faid Majefty of France ■fiiW intermeddle 
' no further in the faid Bufiiiefs, and doth pro- 

* mife and oblige himfelf, upon his Honour, and 

* upon his Faith, and Word of a King, both for 
' himfelf, and his SuccefTors, nor to give coany 
' Ferfbn, or Perfons, of what Dignity, Eflate, 

* or Condition wliacfoever, either at prefcnc, or 

* for the future^ any Help, or Aililtance, neither 

* publick, nor private, dJreflly nor indirectly, 

* of Men, Arms, Munitions, Viftualling, Veflels, 
' nor IVloney under any Pretence, nor any other 

* thing whatfoever, by Land, or by S^a, nor in 
' any other nnanner ; as like-wife not to firffer 

* &nj Levies to be made in any part of his King- 
' doms, and Dominions, nor to grant a Pafliigc 
' to any that might come from other Countries 
*■ to the Relief of the fiid Kingdona of Por- 
' l^gal. 

Now, can any imagine, more cautious, and 
eificacious Words in a Treaty, to prevent a fur- 
ther AfTirtince from Frnnce to Purdiq^nl, which 
was the main Thing that the Spaniard fought Igr 
by the Marriage V yet, as loon as the Treaty wis 
penn'dj and before the Inftrumenc was fign'd, 

D 3 the 
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the tnoft Eminent Mazeriite Cent privately ihe 
Marquis of Ch^jtei into Perlugal-, to alTure the 
Pofiugui^/e, tiinr, notwithftanding he could not 
avoid the putting fucK Words in die Treaty, in 
order to theConclufionotit, as did fngagf Frame 
not to afiift [iiem ; however, ihcy might reft 
afiur'd, his Mafter wogid never forfike them, 
but would continue to them his Affiitince as 
much as beforej:hc Treaty was made. 

For the more full clearing of this Matter 

,viz. That an abandoning of Portugal was one of 

i"the cflential Foundations of that Peace, and that 

oihcrwife it could never have been treated of, 

nor concluded 1 we are ro remember that in the 

IX. Article of the faid Treaty, there arc thefe 

(Words. ' Forafmuch aswe have forciecn, and 

apprehended, that fuch an Engagement might 

have been an Obftacle not to be furmountcd, 

in the Concluding of this Peace, and by Con- 

• fequence would have reduc'd the t%vo Kings 

• toaNccefliiy of perpetuating the War, i£c. 

And a little after, in the fame Article, it is 
further exprefs'd thus. ' Finally, in Contem- 
' plation of the Peace, and feeing the abfolutc 

• NecelTity, wherein his moft Chriftian Majefty 
' finds himielf, either to perpetrate the War by 

• a Rupture of the prefent Treaty, which he 

• perceives to be inevitable, in Calc he Ihould 
' have petftfted to obtain from his Catholick 

• Majefty in this Affair, other Conditions, than 
' thoie which he had oftcr'd, (^c. 

Moreover by the laid Article ic is evident, That 
whereas, thei-rrrfiKing offer'd then to the King 
o( Sfiain„ to make Rcftituilon of alt the Places, 
which France had gotten trom him by Arms du- 
ring the War, rather than he would have been 
by Treaty oblig'd to forbear a further afliAing, 
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the Psriugu^fi, the Spaniard unerly refus'd this 
Olrer, as is apparent by other Words of the ramc 
Article, as they follow. 

' Offering befides the Places which are robe 

* reftorM unto his Catholick Majefty by the pre- 
' fent Treaty, to render unto him alfo all the 

* other ConqLieils in general* which his faid Arms 

* have made In the War, and iiitirely reftore the 
» Prince of Conde ; provided and upon Conditi* 
' on, that the AiFairs of the Kingdom q? PortU' 

* gal Jhould remain in the State in which at pre- 

* fent they are. 

*Ti.s likewife out of Controverfy, that this 
Abandoning ot Porltf^nl, was covenanted and 
promis'd by France Co authentically, and in fuch 
clear andfpecial Terms, that ic is not to be que- 
ftioti'd, nor be made fabje<5t to any Interpreta- 
ons, contrary to the true Senfe, and Intention 
of the Parties contrading ; the Terms whereof 
are thcfe. 

* His faidMajefty fhall meddle no more with 
' the faid Aifair i and doth promife, and oblige 
' himfelf upon his Honour, and in the Faich and 

* Word 0/ a King, for himfelf, and his Succef- 
' fors, not CO give unto the aforemention'dKing- 

* dom oi Pariiigal^ either in general, or to any 
' Perfon or Perfons of it in particular, of what 
' Dignity, State, or Condition focver they may 

* be, either for the prefcnt, nor hereafter, any 

* Aid or AfTiftance, publick, or fecret, diredt- 

* ty Of indireifliy of Men, Arms, Ammuni- 

* tions, V'itfluali, Ships, or Moneys under any 
' FreteTt» nor of any other Thing, that is, or 
' can be, by Land, or by Sea, nor in any other 

* Faihion i as likewife, not to permit, that any 

* Levies fhall be made in any of his molt Cbri* 

* ftian Majclly's Kingdoms, and Eftates, nor" 

* grant 
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* grant free Paffage co tliofe, which may comc 

* out of other Countries, to the Help of the atore- 
' faid Realm of PortugaL 

Nevcrthdcfs *iis evident, that they immediate-' 
ly fail'd in every Point and Circumrtance of 
this Promife, infomuch, that in the very Time 
of the publick making of the faid Treaty, they 
were privately tampering with the Poriugufff, 
and gave rhem underhand Affiirances (as I have 
mention'd before) (o that, at the concluding of 
it, the Bonfir«» which were kindled for Joy of 
the Peace, were not quite extinguifht, when an 
evident Breach of the Treaty wasobl'crv'd, in the 
French fending Auxiliary Forces into Porlitgalt 
under the Name ofMarJbal Tur«j;f, divers Troops 
were rais'd, and convey'd into Portuz^al, with 
Arms, and Ammunition, astf T//m»ff durft have 
prefum'd to do fuch a Thing witliout the Privi- 
ty, and Confcnt of the Prime Minifters % and 
when the Spamardy by his Ambaifador, com- 
plain'd of this, they deluded him, by ifiuing 
forth publick Orders to the Governors of th;;ir 
Ports, that no Soldiers, or Arms, Wf, Ihouldbc 
fuffer'd (o cnibarque for Portugal. But thoic Go- 
vernors better undcrftood theirprivatc LclTon, and 
fo let them pafs by Connivance. But at length 
they began to ad openly, and, notwithftanding 
the Treaty, they b;id made with Spairiy they en- 
ued into an OBenfivc League with Porji/gal 
againft ail its Enemies, in wliich the French had 
fo well provided themfclvcs, tliac, by Agree- 
ment, they were to have all the Towns deli- 
ver'dtothcm, which Ihould he taken from the 
Spittiiards. 

Tlif Truth of thefe Things was not only ma- 
ikifeA in fidt, but it was alfo tedify'd by Letten* 

which 
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which the Minifters of ■?/>«)« had intercepted, that 
after the Peace made betwixt the two Crowns, the 
Court of i^/'fljifs had fomented [he War of the Por- 
luguefe, hinder'd rhem from accepting chofe ad- 
vantageous Conditions, which Spalm had oficr'd 
them i animating them by the Hope of mighty 
Succours, not only for their Defence* but alfo 
for carrying an offenfive War into the very 
Heart of Spain. Among thefe Letters, were ma- 
ny of fuch, as had been written by the French 
Minifter Monfieur De Lyonne., and the Aich- 
bifhop of Ambrun, to Monfieur Ds Schomhtrg^ 
which prov'd the continual Corrcfpondence, that 
was betwixt them for the Dlreftion and Carrying 
on that War -, 'tis known that in 1672 the Duke 
of Bmaforl, came with his whole Fleet upon the 
Coafts of Portugal, where he fpent a Part of the 
Summer, ro fecure a Paflage of ViiSuals and 
Ammunition, whereof the Ponuguefe were in ex- 
tream Want; and this at the fame cime, when 
they were offering Spam their Mediation to make 
an Accommodation vj'Mh Portugal : Not to omit, 
bow one of the prime French Minifter?, Mon- 
fieur Cobban, privately made feveral Voyages 
thither, to encourage them, and contra(ffa more 
ftrift AUiance with them, and to open a Way 
for the bringing about a Lea gucoffen five i which 
in feme time after was concluded with the Por- 
tuguefii with tJiefe following Conditions ; 'That 

* they (hall be the Friends of their Friends, and 
' the Enemies of their Enemies; excepting 

* England i that France Jhall fuinifli rhem with 

* as many Men, as they need, to carry on an 
' offcnGve War in Spam, both by Sea and Land, 
' (hall advance to them, by way of Loan, the 

* half of their Pay for the Entertainnlents of 

* auxiliary Troops, and chat chey Ihall furnifh 

' them 
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* them every Year, under the famq Title of Loan, 

* with the Sum of three hundred thoufand 

* Crowns ; that all the Ports, which they fhall 

* take in Spain^ either upon the one, or the other 
•■ Sea, ftiall be put into the Power of France \ 

* that they fhall not treat either of Peace or 

* Truce, without common Confent % and that 

* this League Hiatl laft for the Space of ten 

* Years. 

By thefe particulars, it is apparent, how little 
Credit is to be given to France i in the moft fo- 
lemn Engagements that fhe can make to any 
Prince, about any matter v^tfoever } for that 
9 Treaty manag'd, in order to a Marriage be- 
tTween Princes, which is one of the moft folemn 
Subjeifb that can be handled amongft Men, and 
conBrm'd by Oath, with the moft facredMyfte- 
ries of their Religion at the high 'Altar, for a 
pundual ObfervatioD, Ihould be thus palpably 
broken, is not to be parallcl'd by any Innance or 
Example in all the World befides. 

But 'tis not in this BuOnefs of Portugal alons 
thu a Breach was made : That which is more con- 
fiderable is, that as foon as the French faw Op- 
portunity, after the Death of the King of Spain, 
they ftartedupaClaim for their King,in theRight 
and Behalf of hisWife^tbe Infanta^ notwitl^and- 
ing her foltmn Renunciation formerly meniion'd, 
which was enter'd into the Body of the Treaty, 
and as facredly fworn to ; pretending thatagreat 
Part of the Spatiijb Low Ctuntriet wasdevolv'd 
to him in her Right, hythcMunicipieLawfi/tbefe 
Countries. Whereas it's known, that, when 
Princes eoter into a Treaty, it is regulated and 
confirm'd according to Law «f NsiUnt common 
to all, and, being lo to be underftood, it is ridi- 
culous 
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culous among Chiliam, to imagine that a Con- 
fideracion of LawilMunkiple, or Cuftoms, be- 
longing CO any particular Country under the Do' 
minions of cither of the Treating Princes, can 
intervene, or be admiited afterwards, to tEie over- 
throwing of the Treaty, or the depriving either 
of the Parties of the Benefit and Security which 
he hath thereby. Thii is a Thing not to be nam'd 
among Stateftnen, for, without the RcnunciaUon^ 
the Treaty had never been agreed on-, and it was 
fo carefully penn'd, as if a Grand Council of 
Civil Lawyers had been call'd to out-doe all for- 
mer ExpreflioJis us'd in fuch Contraifls, and to 
find out new binding Claiifes, to take oft" all pof- 
fibility of Evafion ; and yet, (againft the very 
Senfe, and End oi x\i^i B-r-nmsctai'ton) r.]\t French 
{is all Men know) under this fo flight Pretence 
of a Claim, fell foul on a fudden upon Flanders^ 
and other Parts with their Army, which was 
thtit jirji Inv a/ton upon thofe Countries after that 
Treaty. 

But 'tis further obfervabJe, that this Invafion, 
fo contrary to the French Engagements, and fo 
deftrudivc of the very Efl'ence of the aforcfaid 
Pyineart Treaty, was attended with fonie Cir- 
cumftanccs, no lefs furprihng, than the Breach 
it felf. The one was. that which pafs'd at Paris, ^ 
between the Marquis De ia Fue/ile, AmbalTador 
Extraordinary ot Spain, and the French King i 
and the other was what the Archbifhop of Am- 
truu^ AmbafladorofFr^zwir^attheCourt of ^/'d:ff, 
declar*d there in his Mailer's Name. 

Astothefirft, Fuente, having receiv'd a Call 
home to Spairi^^ and being jealous that the great 
Preparations then made in France were intended 
againft the i'j)^'"!^-' Dominions, he thought fir to 
prcfa the French King to give his Miltrels the 
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^ggn Regenl of S^ain ibme new Affurances, that 
might quiet and lettlc her Mind, agaiftit the 
many ftrangc Reports of his intended Preparati- 
ons. Thereupon the King of France did, with 
all poffible Aucvcration, engage bis Ro^al fVord 
and Fiich, that he would rdigioufly keep the 
Peace, and continue an entire Amity to her, aod 
(Ik young King her Son. 

Ai to the lecond i not long after the French 
Army took the Field, and had poffefs'd it felf of 
Charleroy; about four or five Days before the 
News could arrive atMadriJ^ and the faid Arch- 
bilhop of Ambrun being cxpoftulated with about 
jr, did in vcrho SacerSlis, and upon all that is 
moftfacred among Roman Catboluks, proteft and 
VOW to the ^isen Regenl, that his Mailer intend- 
ed nothing Icfs, than what was reported of him j 
and that he knew he would never break with the 
King of Spain, nor invade any of his Domiai- 
onsj as long as he was under ^^e. 

Siefavis inter fe cetaienil l/rjis. 

OS, how well do the French Minijlers and their 
Ambafladors agree with one another, to efieft 
their Maflcr's Bufincfe, and their own ! for it was 
not many Days afrer the preceding ^^ITuranccs. 
that this News was brought to the SpaniJhCourl^ 
how fairly the Freacb had kept their Word ; how 
chcy had likewife entred, and aflcd all Manner 
of Hoftiliiies upon Flanders ; had find many 
conCdcrablc Towns, and wafting the Country; 

JJFOCceded ib outragioufly, and fo far, that Ettg- 
and, and the neighbourine Princes took the 
Alarm, and expoitulatedtlic Matter withFra^icifi 
which brought on another Treaty, that wa» held 
at Jktaf i. c. A'tx l« Qba^dUt to make a new 
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Agreement, bttwixt jT^«««and5^tB ; the Ob- 
fervation whereof has afforded us another In- 
ftance of the Fnnch Fidelity. 

Unto this 'Treai'ji moft of the Princes of Chri- 
Jiendc^m were invhed, to take care of the common 
Security, and among the reft hisMajcfly of -£«^- 
ln>iil^ who fent a. Minitler to the Proteftant 
Princes of Germany to invite them inco theGua-' 
ranty of the faid Treaty of Jix. Propofalswcrc 
likewife made to the Duke of Lorain^ and fc- 

, veral other Princes, to come into the League, 
then to be madei to which the Lorainer rmme- 

. diately accorded, hoping, thw, by this Tnaiy^ 
he might have better luck with the French, than 
he formerly had widi ihcm by the Fyrenean 
Treaty . 

But before we proceed, ic will not be amifs to 
remember you, how the French kept Faith with 
this poor Princej whofe Interefts had been pro- 

, vided for by the faid Treaty, as well as thofe of 
Spain; and his Butchy to be reftorM to him* 
with all [he Places, and Towns, which he had ' 
been poflefs'd of within theBiftiopricks of Msiz, 
Toul, and Verdun. But obferve how France dealt 
with him ; they deferr'd, as long as they could, the 
Performance of that part, which related to the 
faid Duke^ and rcfus d ftill to return him his 
Country, 'till they had brought him to make ano- 
ther Treaty with them in prejudice of the for- 
mer t whereby he was forc'd co part with fevcral 
confidcrabie Places, over and above what had 
been granted to them by t\\cgsneral Peace. And 
yet this would not ferve their Turn, for, after 
the opprcfs'd Duke had enjoyM his Dominions 
% Year and a half, but in a very unfettled Pof- 
fefllon, (for as much as during that Time, under 
fcvcEal artificial Pretences, new Quarrels were 
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pickt every Djy } they, with a confiiicrable Ar- 
my, CDnttrAin'd him to give them his Town of 
Miirfal. 

Moreover, it was but a little Time after this, 
that ihey began to ieaze him again, compelling 
him to iign a new Trc;Uy more dlfadvantageous 
to him, than the two former j (fo infatiabJe is 
their Appetite after DomiHf'off^fo that the unhappy 
Duke, could, as lirtle as before, obtain a quiet 
Enjoyment of that little they had left him ; for 
every Day they encroacli'd upon the Limits of his 
Tcrrirorics, and his Sovereignty it felf. They 
impos'd grievous Taxes upon his Subjeftsj they 
caus*d him to disband his Forces, and to raife 
new Men again, as they thought tit. They kept 
him from revenging his own Quarrels, and maae 
him take part in others i they let loofe all his 
Enemies againfl: him, and flopp'd the Progrcfs 
of his Armsj as foon as he had got the leaft 
'Advantage-, and, in a Word, he was at that 

^Timc more a Vaffal to Franfe, than a Sovereign 
in his own Country, But yet all this would not 
latisfy the French Court •, and therefore the Duh^ 

•Jby many Circumftances fhcwing how til he brook'd 
this kind of unreafonaHc Uiage, they ordcr'd 
one of their Generals to furprile and feize his 
Pcrfon, and to bring him, either dead or alive ; 
Of which intended Violence, having had timely 
Notice, lie cfcap'd, when it was very rear being 
effeded. ' This, it muft be acknowledg'd, is a 

* new way of d';;iling with a Sovereign Prince, 

* not known before in thcfc Parts of the World j 

* and may teach all other Princes wh^t they are 

* to truft to, in Trcnfing with, and what io,cx- 

* peft from fuch monlirous Neighbours. 

This one 'i'hing is enough to give us an Infight 
into the Ambition and Pride, whereby wc may 
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difcovcr the Intent and Defign of France: Since 
none but an Umverfal Monarch can pretend to an 
Arbitrary Difplacing of f nnrw, and a Difpoling 
of their Liberty, Lives, and Territories. Thus 
you fee, lliow perfidiouQy they dealc with ilie 
Duke of Lorain. 

. But to return to the 'Tretiiy of Jix. It prov'd 
'to be of little Service to the Duh^ for they af- 
terwards (eiz'd his Country, and drove him 
out to feek hfs fortune, and this (as Men fay) for 
no other Reifon, but becaufe he hop'd by this 
Treaty to have confirm'd himfclf among his 
Allies in a better Stace, and Security, [ban be had 
hitherto done. 

As for the Court of SJ'ain, the French alfo re- 
folv'd CO defeat their Expedition of Benefit fciii ^^ 
this Treat)\ For, contrary to it, they prefently 
fell to work; firlf they difmantled all the ftrong 
Placesand Holds of tbe Country of Bwguniiy, 
carry'd away all the Munitions out of it ; and 
would have fpoil'd the rich Salt-pits of that Pro- 
vince, had not the powerful In ujpofuion, both 
of Evglaiid and Holland prevenrcd tliem. 

In defpite likcwife of that Tri^aly, they exaftcd 
great Contributions from the Dutchies of Lim- 
burgj and Luxemhurg ; they laid a new Claim to i 
fome Towns, as important as any of thofc that 
were granted to them by the Peace. They con- 
fifcated the Eltatcs of the Subjcfts of the King 
of 5/j^/ff, thatwould not forfwear the Allegiance, 
and fpai'd not the very Royal Houfc oi Mary 
Mo3/t : Nay, as if thefe Intraflions were not 
enough, and ftill to encroach, as far aa Ehey were 
able, ihey forc'd their way ("with great Quan- 
tities of Merchandize) through the Spanijb Ter- 
ritories, without paying the Cuftoms, and not 
long after cndeavour'd to furprife the Town of 
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Uainauli. In a Word, they did whatever they 
pleasM, plunder'd even the rnoft fscrcd Places, 
•nd aftea whatever can be imagin'd to be done, 
•without remorfc, by infolenr, and unconfciona- 
ble Men. But to proceed, 

It muft not be forgotten, how, under the Pre- 
tence of advancing the ARairs of Poland^ and 
fettling an Amity there, rfiey contriv'd a Mar- 
riage for that King, with a Lady of Frances 
by which means, iSey were enabled to fend 
thither along with her, in her Train, fo many 
expert Irtftrnments of Mifchief, that Immediitely 
they fettled a Cabal with fuch Intrigues, as in a 
iliorc time inflam'd the Nobility o( that King, 
dom into Heats and FaflJOrts, againft one ano- 
ther, which are never likely to be extinguifh'di 
and at that time they operated io far, that that 
King foori became willing to quit the King- 
dom, and thereupon the Turk^ feeing the great 
Diviftons thnt were wrought among ihcm, was 
cafily invited in by the fVt-jrt^ Cti^ii/, partly be- 
caufe (hey could not bring in a King, that was 
of French filooiy or of French Inlercjf, at the 
iollowing Elciftion, and pardy, becaufe the 
new King o( PalaniJ hid contraAed a Marriage 
with rhc Emperor'i Sifter. 

It is worth while alfo co remember, how fine- 
ly they us'd the Duke of N'-ujhurg while they 
preraird with him to engage the greaicft Part 
of his Eftate ^almotl beyond Redemption^ in 
hopes of getting the P'jlijb Crown, which they had 

Sromis'd to procure for him, by the Help of a 
rong Party, which they had made in that King- 
dom. Yet underhand, and contrary to their 
Treaties, as well with the Elcftor of Branden- 
hurr, as with hlmfclf, and to their repeated Pro- 
mrics, and Vows, both by Word of Mouth, and 
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in Writing, they did, by their Creatures, and 
Agents, oppofc the faid Duke's Pretenfiona, aJid 
endeavour'd with ail Indullry Co have gotten the 
Prince oi Conde preferr'd before all his Compe- 
titors : A particular Account whereof, would 
(U publifti'd) without any other Inftance, be 
a fuiEcient Warning to all other Princes, aod, 
afford chem a perfect Charafter of the ffeficly 
Court. 

But it's remarkable, that it is not with Prince* 
alone, that they thus finely deal ; but that theyi 
obfcrvejuft the fame Mcafure of Faith, toward* 
fuch Rebels and Traytors of their making, 
as they gain for Money, to betray the Con- 
cerns of their own Country, by ferving the In- 
trigues andliiterefts of France. For, when aftee 
the BeginniHg. of this War, they faw the Empe- 
ror fetting himfcif in good earncft to affifl' the 
Dutcb^ then to diffuadcand divert him from hi* 
Purpofe, and to engige him (if it had been pof- 
fible) not to concern himfelf, or take part in ttier- 
Quarrel i they very fairly offerM to deliver 
into his Hands all the original Letters, and 
Papers, they had receiv'd from time to cimtt- 
from their brib'dFricnds,and Creatures inPohr^i 
to the end that both his Imperial Mdjejly^ and hisi 
Brother- io-Liw the King of Poland, might take; 
what Courfe, they thought fit with thofe Tray- 
tojs. Which Scory may fervc as afair Warn- 
ipgj and be a Terror to aU thofc, who prrfec 
Mooey before their Loyalty, and the true bite- 
refts of their Country, And truly this piece of 
Infidelity in, the French is the only Inftance of 
Juf^ice, that I find them guilty of» io the Ma- 
nagement of Affairs, witb their Efienda and 
Coire.fpop dents* 
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But withal I find, that this Kindnefs of theirs 
to his Imperial Majefty^ was to make him Amends 
for another piece of Treachery, that they h id 
play'd him a-while before. For the vtofi Chri- 
ftiati Miaijiers, pretending a Courtefy to aflift 
him againft the Turk, and Accordingly having 
fent Forces to join with the /w/ifna/ Army, they, 
at the very fame Time, b^an to fettle a Cor- 
refpondence with Count 5mai, Fracbipam, Ma- 
Jaftiy and Tottenhacb, as did afterwards appear 
upon the breaking out of the Confoiracy, when 
the Depofitions, and Confe0ions offome of the 
Accomplices were producM, who had been Inftru- 
mental in carrying 'both Money, and Letters 
from the French. Minijier RcGdent at n^ana to 
the faid Confpirators. 

In the next place let us turn our Eyes to the 
Swedes, and examine whether they, having been 
many Years very good Friends and humble Ser- 
vants to the French, have had better luck in 
treating with them, than others. For furely 
Sweden cannot forget, that, at a certain Time, 
when they had occafion to make a Treaty with 
them, whereby they were to receive, by way 
of Gratuity or Penfion, fixteen hundred thou- 
fand Crowns, upon fecond Thoughts, the French, 
findingthcir Treaty with Sweden nobchviZQiWvXc 
Ufe to them atthat Time, refus'd to ratify it, and 
fent MonfieuriitfTrif/ija their AmbaiTador to rhem, 
CO tell them in (hort, that the King his Matter 
dcclar'd it to be void: Which is a fine Court- 
fiiUt for one Prince to ufe to another in Treat- 
ing, and a tart, fhort, majcftick Way of re- 
fcinding Treaties. 

It were bo:h needlefs and tedious co tell how 
well they have obferv'd their Treaties with Hol- 
landy feeing they could not fo much as afllgn the 
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Icaff Caufc of the War, they then made againll 
them i for as much as in their Declaration, 
they told us only of a M^HVaifi SalhfaB'wii, 
that tliey were ill pkas'd, and that it would tend 
to a Diminution of the Glory of the Mojl Cbd- 
fiian King, unlefs, to pleafe himfeU', he put all 
Europe in a Flame, and cndeavour'd to bring all 
under his Stibjedion. 

It is pleafant to obfervc how they praftis'd their 
Art" alfo upon that notable Fox, the Bilhop of 
Munjhr; how they not only dcceiv'd him, during 
his Conteft with the Uinlcd Provinces, but fent 
their Troops againft him, and cndanger'd the 
Lofs of his Country ; how tliey, another time, 
induc'd him to deceive us in England, by re- 
ducing him to a NecelTity of feperating from 
our Intereft, after he had receiv'd AfHllance 
from us in d good Sum of Money ; how they 
hinder'd the S-wedcs from Arming in our favour, 
and drew Dg/i/nark from our Party, during our 
War with the Dutch, eveti at the fame Time, 
when they feem'd to forward and favour us 
againft Holland ; and how they inftigated the 
Dutch to put that Affront upon us, in endea- 
vouring to dctlroy our Ships within our own 
ports, thereby prefuming that fo fevere an Ex- 
afperation would neceflarity follow incur Minds 
againft Holland, as would render us irreconci- 
lable to them, and engage ys in a War fo long, 
'till we fhould wafte, and wear out one another's 
Men, and Shipping, and fo at lad be the lefs 
able to oppofc France, which, at that time, w^s 
meditating and forming fuch a mighty Advance 
of her own Naval Power, as might enable her 
to contend againfl us both, \vhen we fhould fee 
it our Intereft to unite againft her liereafter. * 
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And the Truth is, the French Minijien did 
herein ^A according co a right Utiderftatiding of 
their own Bufinefs : For they did, and do vtry wc-ll 
know, thit, in order ro the main End of grafping 
all, chey ought to dread nothing more than a 
durable, and firm Fnendlhip between us, and 
the UniJed Prev'mcei^ as the only thing, that can 
Jet Bounds to their Ambition, and redeem Europe 
from that io-tf*, which they were tVamirig, and 
dcviCng how to pur about our Necks. It was 
therefore dextroufly done of them, to find out 
a fine Artifice of Treachery to dekidc us both, 
and to fpin out that War. For, in the very 
Heat of the War, they kept; Negotiations ftill 
on Foot, both in England and at the Hague ; 
put on a Difguife of Mediation, pretending to 
make ui Friends, and to that Purpofe made 
Offers, and Propofals of Peace. Ic might be 
told, who were faid to be Inflruments on both 
Sides, to carry this Projeft of Delufion fo far, 
that we in England vicvt afliir'd by the Fi-fHcb^ 
that the Butcb were fo well incHn'd to Peace, 
that, for chat time, they meant to )ay up their 
Men of War-, but then afterwards, the French 
underhand prefs'd the faid Dutch with all Vigor, 
and Earneftncfs imaginable to fit out their Fleer 
again, promifing withal, that rather than fail they 
would join theirs to them againfl us. It was 
upon a Suppofal, the French vfcre true to us 
at that time, in Carrying on their pretended 
Propofals of Peace, that we were made fccurci 
flackcn'd our Preparations that Year, and fo » 
Surprize foJIow'dupon it. For the Ihiiebtak'me 
ihc Advantage of our Ncg!ei5l, put to Sea, and 
before wc could get in Kcadincfs lo receive 
them, enter'd our River as high as Chatham. 
Thus was ourDifgracc brought about, ai Report 
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went in thofe Days : However admit it fliould not 
be true, that the FrencbwtTeths Authors of chat 
Counfd, yet it is unqucftionable, that chcy knew 
of the Defign, e're the Attempt was made. Ic 
was their Pretence of bringing about a Peace 
that rcndcr'd us fecurc, when indeed we had no 
Secuj-iiy but in a War, or in a Peace of our 
own making : Which may fufficiently inftruft 
us, at our own Coft, what Security is to be ex- 
peifted from French Amtt-j and Treaty. 

It wais not long after, that we began to fee 
the Convenience of Peace, infomuch that ti Treaiy 
was concluded at firi-f/rf : And wliiCreas one Arti- 
cle was, that the French ftiould reftore unto us 
St. Cbrijiophen, m the Manner and Form there- 
in exprels'd ; they neverthelefs began again to 
abufe us, and inftead of performing it accord- 
ing to the very Letter, and true Meaning of 
the Arcicle, they ftill, from time to time, upon 
feveral unjuft and frivolous Pretences, put off 
his Majefty's Couimijftoners, that went to re- 
ceive it i 'till feeing a Necefllty to comply 
with us in fo fmall a matter, they, after four 
Years Baffling, were pleas'd to deliver it. But 
'tis to be noted, that before the Delivery of ir, 
they deftroy'd all the Plantations, plunder'd and 
carry'd away all that was portable, laid the whole 
Country wafte, and left it in a worft Condition, 
than if it had been never planted, and, as if 
the Detaining ofhis Majefty's Territories had not 
been fufficient, they interrupted the Trade of 
his Majefty's Subjeds in thofe Parrs ; and, 
alTuming to themfelves a Sovereignty in thofe 
Seas, would not fuffer any Ships, but thofe of 
their own Nation to fail by, or about their 
Ifiands. Nay they even proceeded fo far, as to 
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But (to return where I left off) there's much 
more Fear of their pretended Friendfhip, and 
certain Falfhood, than of any Thing elfe chey 
can do, notwichftanding all iheir Numbers, as 
may be collcfted out of the memorable Siorics 
q{ Crejfy z.nA Agincaurt, of which laft, they have 
in their Chroniclelefctliisdifmal Note i LaMait- 
vaife Jourfist d' A^itse^uri i fo that it behoves us 
to have an Eye to their Treachery, Treaties and 
Peace, more dangerous than "War, or any hoftik 
Attempts, they can inalcc upon us. 

If thofc particulars fwhich we have hitherto 
mention'd^ be not enough to paint them out in 
their true Colours, let us next call to mind, how 
falfly they dealt with us in the laft Dutch fVar. 
Under Pretence, and Appearance of a hearty 
Conjun^ion with us in rhc Undertaking ic fell", 
they made us to believe they would be principal 
in the War, and be content that our Forces 
Jhouldfecond them only as Auxiiidru! •, bur as 
foon as they thought they had engag*d us fo far 
in the Bufincfs, that wc could not well go back, 
nor take new Counfels, they, in all Princes 
Court, deciar'd, that it was not their Quarrel, 
and that they were engag'd in it only to affift us, 
which was a frifnii!y Manner to fender us as lia- 
ble, as they could, to the Difpleafure of other 
Princes, that diflik'd the War, and to cxcuCc 
themfclvcs, ihough they had been the chief Con- 
trivers and Fomentcrs of it. 

In the next Place wc cannot omit to remind 
our Reader, how ilrangely they beluv'd lowardi 
m at Seti, when they fhoutd have aflifted us in 
the Banle. that was fo'ight under the ConduiS 
of his moft illudrious Highncfs Prince Ruferl i 
when, by reafon of their (landing at a Diuance 
in the very Heat and Stxcfs of the Engagement, 
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and never coming to affift him, they did fuffici- 
cndy rnanifefl:, that their Squadron of Ships was 
fenc only to be Speftators to learn to fight, or 
for other Ends, rather than to a£t in it. And 
truly his Highnefs, that Day, gavechctn an He- 
roick Example of Skill and Courage, when he 
was fet upon by two of the Dutch Squadrons to- 
gether -, one of -which, the y^Jwuru/ of the R'^flrS 
Squadron ought to have engag'd according to 
Orders, which his /i'lgi^He/} had fent to him the 
Day before; But be, not coming in ("tho* the 
Wind all the Day flood fair for him) his Mgfe- 
Bff/i was left alone to bear the Brunt of the Ea- 
gagement with two of the Enemies Squadrons ac 
once. And tho' his Ship was furrounded on 
all Sides, yet he fo nobly acquitted himfelf 
that he noc only made his own Way out of 
that great Diftreis, but giving a coujigioua 
Example to the reft of his Squadron, went wicli 
them, and aflifted the other Squadron of ours, 
which was engag'd againft Vice Admiral ^ramp 
at a great Dittance, in a fcparate Fight, contrary 
to his Htgbtiefs'5 Orders, 

Ic fiiould be remember'd likcwife, that as he 
made up to their Affiftance, his Squadron by the 
Way ftill fought the Hutch, which kept iide by 
fide with our Ships at fame Diftance, all the while 
both Squadrons firing at one anoihcr. The De- 
fignof theUj/Ziri in doing this was to hinder the 
Prince from giving the Afliftance he intended i 
which being neverchelcfs efFcfled by hhHighncfi, 
and the Dutch Admirah perceiving that they could 
not prevent it, and that their Ships were confidera- 
bly damag'd, made fail away for their own Coafts. 
But had thi French Squadron under the Command 
of the Count D^EJlrees done their Duty, and come 
intofccondchePfj«ff anyHour of the Day, as 
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they cafily might have done (die Wind (landing 
fair as we faid before) it is evident that wc might 
have had, atthacTime, oncof tlic moll: glorious 
and complear Vjftorics, that ever was obtain'd 
by Sea. This was aiicrwards acknowlcdg'd, and 
attcfbed by Monficiir Marlell, the Count .d'Eifrets 
own Vice Admiral i who, like an honcft Man, 
attempted to have come in with a few of his 
Ships but could not, and afterwards, becaufehe 
was fo forward co have foughtj and bccaufc he 
blam'd his Admiral, when he return'd to Paris^ 
he was call'd to an Account, and committed to 
Prifon i whereas the Count, having follow'd the 
frhate Injiru^iom of the French AHmften^ was 
conrinu'd in Honour and Command. 

From all which Circumftances it plainly ap- 
pears, that he had prii;y OrAtrs and Inftru£lions 
only to ftand and look on, while we, and the 
Dutch, Ihould be tearing and deftroying one 
another ; becaufe otherwife (in order to vindicate 
the Honour of France, and its Miniflen) they 
would doubtlefs have made him anfwer for that 
egregious Piece ot Treachery with the Price of 
his Head. 

I intend as much Brevity as may be, and 
therefore have forborn to toach upon all the Cir- 
eumftartcfs of this ABair % but thus much is abfo- 
lutcly necelTary to give the Reader a Proof of 
the i"''^"'"'^ Goqd-will andFairhfulncfs to England, 
as well as to all other Nations, that have had, 
or (hall have, any Dealings with them. 

In the next Place we arc to confidcr, how 
they dealt with us, in order to put an End to 
this War ; which, as wc had cntcr'd into jointly 
ffidi the French^ nothing doubtlefs Ihou'd have 
been attempted by cither Power, in order 
to end it, but what wou'd carry a fair Ref- 
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pe6l to the Intereft of both Parties in Conjundi- 
on i but fee how they play'd their Parts with 
us in this Affair likewife. 

The Stales General of the United Provinces, ha- 
ving nominated feveral Deputies to be fent, fome 
to his Majefty of Enghnd, and others to rhc 
French Kingi toknowof Uiem, upon what Terms 
they would be willing to agree and come to a 
Peace ; his Majefty {as it was a Virtue innate in 
his own Royal Temper) intended to deal moft 
juftly with the French King upon this Occafion ; 
and therefore to avoid giving him any OSence 
or Jealoufy, and being loath to do any Thing 
in the A flair, without a Communication of Coun- 
cils, immediately fent him Word, chat fuch De- 
puties were arriv'd at London^ and would not fo 
much as hear what their Errand was, without 
the Privity of France, fuppofing that he (hou'd 
have a fuitable Return from thence. 

But the French in the mean Time, were guil- 
ty of a quite contrary Behaviour: For no fooner 
were the other Deputies arriv'd at the French 
Couri, but they wereprefenrly vifitedand carefs'd 
by two Secretaries of State, and, without further 
Delay, it wJS demanded of them 1 firji, if they 
had full Power from their Mafters to treat ; and 
next, what Propofals they would make in order 
to a fpcedy Peace. The Depuliei defir*d mthcr to 
know, /?3/?, what Propofala ihe Fremh MitiiJlerJ 
Would make : Whereupon (to haften them to a 
Conchifion of the Work) the French told them, 
they were to underftand, that what tlieir Matter 
the King had conquer'd by his Arms in Holland, 
he would nor pare with, unlcfs they gave him 
an Equivalent, as well for diofe Places, as for 
any others, that he fhould conquer before the Con* 
clufjon of the Treaty. 

G This 
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This Anfwer made the Deputies immediately 
difpatch M. Degrool, one of their Members to 



the HapiCy who was fent back 



again 



with 



Inflruftions to^j»«o«5?«, authorizing him, and 
his Fellow Deputies, to conclude a Peace with 
thcfrfwfi. He was no looner arriv'd, butMon- 
iieur ^£ Louvoy one of rhe Prime Minitters of 
State, made fhort Work of it, and ddivcr'd the 
Dutch Depu ties a Proje^ oftheTreaty, or rattier the 
Demands of the King his Mafler i upon the 
^Grant whereof (as he faid) he would be both wil- 
ing and ready to return to his former Amity 
?irh the ^laiei General, and conclude a firm 
iPeace with tlicm. 

This certainly was a very bad Return for the 
[open and generous Dealings of the King of Eng- 
<land: For wc muft obfervc, tliat though die War 
was made jointly, and fo no doubt, it was not 
to be cnd;d, without refpeft had to the Inrerefts 
of each Fariy conccrn'd therein Cwhichwas fair- 
ly meant, and obferv'd by his Majcfty on our 
Pari} yet they had fo little Regard to us, that 
[they not only proposM and entcr'd upon a Trea- 
ty without our Privity, or Confcnt, but wou'd 
.have concluded it without us, and upon fcpa- 
fxate Conditions to their own Advantage only» 
j»iid thereby made their Monarch perfeiftly folc 
[Mailer of the United Provinces, as it he had con- 
Iquer'd all by the Sword. 

For a clearer Underdanding of their Intents^ 

[it ought to be obferv'd likewife, that, thcHecr 

\de Groot-, going the iecond Time from Amczon- 

fin to the Hague with the Articles of the frparaie 

'Treaty ; when he arriv'd there, the SlaUs finding 

^hat there was nothing in them concerning Eng- 

,ErigUtul he acquainted ilicm, ihxt ibe hrtncb 

\Minijlcn had told him the StaUi his Mailers 

were 



(^^ /Z'^French Court. 4I' 

■were to deal, as they pleas'd, wich EnglaJid 
and make an End of rhe War as cliegp as 
they could 1 becaufe (as they pretended) the/ 
were not bound by Treaty, to procure the 
EngUJh any Advantages. And thus no more 
Notice was taken of his Sritamsick Majefty, nor 
greater care of his Interelts, than if he had never 
been concern'd in the War, or in any League 
at all with the French ; infomuch, that, if by 
wonderful Providence this feparate Treat-j had 
not been broken off, Europs might have been 
in greater Hazard of its Liber:y, and we of 
our Safety, by a fettled Sway and Dominion of 
the French in the United Provinfa. 

Much more might be added, to (hew the foul 
Flay of the French wiih us, at that time, and 
afcerwardsi when the Duke oi Buckingham, and 
Lord Arlijigton were fefit hence into Holland: 
But this, I think, is enough to difcover their 
friendly Behaviour, during thatjointWar, -^/;«fl 
Dom, 1673. fince which Period of Time, we 
(hall now proceed to confider in what manner 
they have dealt with us. 

The Amity indeed w?is continu'd, but ftill 
that Nation never ceasM to do us one Injury 
or other, and no fuRicieiic Redrcls hath ever 
been obtain'd, tho' Complaints were nnade, and 
I Reparation earneftly fought for, as is plain and 
' evident from the many Affronts and Violences 
done to us itpon our Merchants Ships at Sea by 
the French Privateer: ; fince but very few of 
them were rcftor'd, and in which the Owners 
found the Remedy worfe than the Difeafe, be- 
caufe the tedious Delay, brought fuch Charge 
upon them, that the Benefit accrewing from 
the Reftitution would not countervail their Ex^ 
pcnces in Attendance at the Court of Fnuue. 
G 2 For 
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For the Clearing of this Matter, it cannot 
be amifa to give the Reader here at Urge an Ac- 
count touching the Event of fuch Applications* 
as were made to his Majefty for Redrcfs at the 
Council-Board at Whitehall^ and to the Com- 
mittee ofTrade, bdon^ng to his mofl honoura- 
ble Privy Couttc'tl. 







At the Court at Whitehall the 
4th of ^/<g«/?, 1675. 

' ^refent the Kings me{i excellent Majefty 
' in Councily the Right Honourable the 

* Lords of the Committee of Trade did 
' this 'Day prefent unto his Majefij in 

* Council, M Rejfort touching the Injuries 

* which his Suhjeds iidfuftam by French 

* Capers in the fVsrds fottowa^. 

May it pleafe your Majefiy^ 

* rr^Hcrc was prefented unto your Majefty 

* 1, in Council on the 31ft Day of May 
■ laft a Petition in the Name of all the Mer- 
' chants of London^ and other Places, concem'd 
« in the fevcral Shipi taken by ihc French Pri- 

« vateerSf 
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* vafeerSf and carry'd into feveral Ports of that 
' Kingdom, and their Complaints confided of 
' the Points following. 

* Fir/i, That the Ships, and Good* of youf 

* Majefty's Subjefts, though rrann'd according 
' to the A& of Navigation, and furnifh'd with 

* all neceffary PafTcs, were daily feiz'd, carry'd 
' into Dunkirk, Calais, Shfrbrook, and other 
' Ports i the Mafters and Mariners, kept clofc 
' Prifoners to force chem by Hardfliips to abufe 

* the Owners, or elfe for Relief of their own 
' NeceflTities (being commonly ftripp'd and plun- 

* der'd) to enter into the Privateer^s Service, 

* which great Numbers have done with veryper- 
' nicious EfFedls. 

' SecottMv, That the Delay and Charge of pro- 

* fecuting the Law in Francs, does commonly 
■ make the Owners to become Lofers of half the 

* Value, when ever they are fuccefsful. 

* Third, That there is no Reparation, ever 

* gotten from Privateers^ for what they plunder 

* and embezzle, which makes them freely fcize 

* upon all they meet, and perpetually moleft 

* the Navigation of your Subjcfts. 

* Wherefore your Petitioners humbly Implo- 

* ring your Majefty's Protection, and Relief, 

* your Majefty was thereupon gracioufly pleas'd, 
' out of a Senfe of your SubjccEb Sufferings, to 
' command that fome Frigates fhould fail forth 

* to clear the Coafts of thofc Privateen, to fcize 

* them, and bring fuch as had offended to make 

* Reftitucion, and your Majefty, did further or- 

* der, chat rtic Committee of Trade, ftiouldwell 

* take Notice of the particular Cafes and Com- 

* plaints depending (that fuch of chem as were 

* of "Weight and Merit might be fitted to rc- 

* ceive your moll Gracious Recommendation 

' for 
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* for Relicf/as to furvey the whole Number of 

* Seizures, which h.ive been made on yourSub- 

* jcds, in order to lay before your Majcfty wh.ic 

* Hardftiips havebeen fuRain'darSca, andwhac 

* Sort of Juflice hatii been adminiftred in Francs, 

* wicli their Opinion of what is He to advifc your 

* Majefty therein. 

' In Obedience to wliich Command, we have 

* hereunto annex'd a Lift of fuch Ships as have 

* been feiz'd^ to tlie Number of 53 ; and [he 
' Cafes wherein, the Owners have rcpairM unto 
' your Majcfty either in your Council, or by 
' yourSccretary ofScate for Relicfi which as in 

* the general it fuppofcs a Jufttce in fiich Com- 

* plaints, fo if leaves a Sufpicion of great Hard- 

* ihip in the Methods of Addrefs, andiheNum- 
« ber of Captures is no final! Proof of the Faci- 

* licy of Condemnation. 

' How m^ny other belplefs Men, there have 
« been i befides the fiid Cafes) who have not had 

* Ability to profccutc, or how many of thefc 
' Cafes have been favour'd with Redrcfs, wc 

* cannot certainly underftanJ, 'till thclnformati- 

* on we have fought for comes from Parts, which 
*■ may alfo enable us to compleat their Circum^- 
*• ftinces of every Caie. 

« But in the mean Time, fuch of all the In- 

* (lances of Redrefs, as arc come to our Know- 
in the Marj^in, to 



we have rot fail'd 
mention of them, 



being in Number 



ledae, 

make 

feven . 

* While we were in the midft of this Profecu- 

tion, Mr. Secretary Covtjjiry docs on the 6th 

Inilant prcfcnt unto the Committee a P:ipcr, 

which he receivM from the French A mbaffador 

MonDeur Courtin relating Co thofe Matters, 

and the Contents thereof are as follows. 

* An 
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' An Extract of a Letter from Monficur Col- 
'- ber{ to Monficur ^e Pompenne one of the 
« French King's Secretaries written the aSch. 
' oijune, 1676. 

FO R what concerns the Prizes^ it would he a 
difficult Matter to anfwer lo all the Cajc's coii- 
lififj'd in Monfteur Courlin's Letter ; 'Uihat I 
can fay is. 

That the Council for Marine Affain fit every 
Priday at St. G^rmains. 

That all Privateers and Reclaimers know it. 
That Sir Ellis I-cighton nominated by the Eng- 
JiJh Jmhajfador, baib always notice of it, and is 
$refent at it. 

That not a Week paffei^ hut I ^ve him two or 
three Audiences, and oftentimes I jend for him on 
Purpofei bis Reafbm are ail reported^ read, and 
exa I/fin' d. 

As like are all Petitions of Reclaimers, and I 
fball tell you more^ I acquaint bim with the Rea- 
fons upon which fialgment is given. 

In giving Judgement, nil Veffeh which have any 
Appearance cf being ^agViih, are rdea^di andve- 
ry often, and ahnofh always (although we are fatis- 
ffd, that the Ships are Dutch} they are releas'd, 
becaufe there is fovu- Appearance of their being Eng- 
lilh, and every Thing is judg'd fai^ourable for that 
Nation^ and it is true, that all Ships that are ta- 
ken^ are of Dutch built, that they never wire in 
England, that the Documents are fgr Perfons un- 
known 
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known, and wbtcb are not oftentimes fo much as 
nam'd, that they carry with tbem only fame Sea 
Briefs from Waterford, or fame other "Town in 
Ireland, or Scotland ; that the whole Ship's Com- 
pany depofes, they were fent to Holland, that we 
have found on Board three or four Veffelit Bills of 
McountSy by which it isfeen the EngTifli took two^ 
three, or four per Cent, for owning of Ships i and 
although it is impoffible to avoid conjifcating tbem, 
yet tbffe are the Ships, which makefucb a Noife in 
England. 

* In Anfwer to which Remarks, though it be 

* true, that all Refpeift imaginable ought to be 
« given CO what Miniftcrs of that Conudcrarion 

• do pronounce, yet there being fome Difference 

* between them who feel the Smart, and thofe 

* who feel it noti we Jhall infift on fome Parii- 

* culars, that your Majefty may difcern whether 

* your Subje^ are fortunate in their Freedom of 

* Trade at Sea, or in the Helps of Juftice, when 

* they are feiz'd, as the Report and Information 
« of the Letter will feem to make out : For as it 

* magnifies the Favour which is exercis'd in 

• France, the Facility in all Addreffes, and the 
« Tenderncfs to relieve Englijbmen in all Com- 

• plaints ; fo we cannot on this Subjeft, but own 

• to your Majefty the very different Refentments 

• we have thereof: For we underdid that when 

* Englijh SHps are brought into the Ports of 

* France, many of the Mariners complaining of 
« ill Treatment, and fome of Torment, their 

• Papers being feiz*d, and their Perfons in Re- 

• ftraint, 'till all Examinations are prtpar'di 

• then are all their Writings, fent up to the Pri- 

• vy Council at Sx-Germains, and their Judg- 

• mcnt dcfinitiTely given. Seldom arc any of 

• the 
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chcReafons of Condemnation mention'd in the 
Decree, and never any Appeal, or Revifion 
admitted of, fo it -was until the 20th oVJutie 
lall, and whether this be the Tcndernefs, or 
the Juftice which is mention'd, we do noC 
know, biit we are well afTur'd, that the Me- 
thods of your Majefty's Clemency and Juftice 
on like Occdfion have been farotherwife 1 and 
we appeal to the prefent Ainbafiador, Mon- 
Geur CoKri/fl, if almoft in all Cafes chat he or 
any of the Ambafladors thought fit to own 
when his Excellenry was here before, and your 
Majcfty in War with Holland, feizing many 
Ships as Prizes, and under gr«t Sufpicion 
cUim'd by tht French, whether it were not very 
cuftoniary to have a ihort Reference, and a 
fummary Examination of all Papers by the 
Judge of the Admiralty in hisC'hannber j and 
that if any Thing appear'^ fair in the Cafe* 
whether the Ships Were not immediately re- 
leas'd without Law, Charge, or Delay. 
' And 'twill not be out of Scafonj wc hope, to 
annex hereunto, the Copy of an Order of thft 
22d, of Jiii'j-, 1665. flgn'd by the then Lords 
Commidioners of Prizes, where it will appear 
that eighteen French ShJps which were laded 
with Wine and Brandy, being at Daver, ant! 
detain'd as Frizes, were all eighteen by one Or- 
der difcharg'd without any Law, or even the 
Ceremony of the Judge's Examination, being 
fingly on thcCredit of cheAmbaflador'sWorct, 
affirming that they bclong'd to the Fmi-h. 
' As Jor the Matter of KeviGons or Appeals 
after Sentence in the Court of Admir^ilcy here. 
We know his Excellency will alfo rcmcnibcr, 
that never any Man was dcny'd his Liberty 
therein i biK on the contrary, your MajeRy 

H ' gavK 
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gave a ftanding Commlrtion for appeals in alf 
Cafes of Prizes, and fill'd ic with the Lords 
of your Council only, rhat every Cife might 
receive a candid as well 35 unqucftionabk 
Determination. 

* "Wc miglit alfo put your MajcIVy in Mind, 
that during the whole Term of your League 
' with F/'ance, whenever any Frirncb Ships were 
fciz'd by the HoUanden, and afterwards re- 
taken by his Majefty's Frigaces, fuch French 
'• Ships Were always reftor'd on Demand, no Coti- 
' Qdcration being had of the time they were in 
' Poffeffion of zh^ Hollander, whether a Month, 
' two, or three, as fometimes they were i and 
' when the French Owners, as it hath happcn'd* 

• knew not of fuch Retaking, but that the Ship 

• was according to Law condemn'd to your Ma- 
f jefty; and fold with other Prizes ; yet the 

• Chimcr appearing, your Majefty hath order 'd 

• the Money and Produift of the Ships to bere- 

• ftor'd unto him. 

• ' Such various Methods of Juftice and Cle- 

• mency, might have cntided your Majefty tea 

• different Acknowlcdgmcntj and more advan- 

• tageous Effcfls, 
* As to the other Part of the faid Paper, it 

• fcems to contain very harfh Imputations in the 

• Trade of your Majelly's Subjcdts, and from 

• fome ill Practice perhaps found out (as every 
' where there may be Inftances of the likcj 

• General Rules are made» and fcvcrc Irnpreflions 
« taken, which having enter'd the Thoiight>; of 

• fomc eminent Minifters, wc muft not wonder 
' how frequent, and how inultiply'dfocvcryour 

• Majelly's Recommendations for Juftice arc, 

• that the Events for Trials prove fo unfortu- 

• naRi if your Majcdy wtJl but rouchiafc to 

* call 
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* caft your Eye on the Caufes Jierc annex'd you 
' will ibon fee. 

' Whether (as it is imputed) all the Ships taken 
' are Dutch Built ? 

* Whether they are all fuch as never were in 

* England? 

* Whether all the Matters, and all theMari- 

* ners are Dutch ? 

' Whether the Documents be for Perfons un- 

* known, and ofcentimes notnam'd? 

' Whether in the whole Lift, there be more 
' than one Ship from IVaterford, and but iljt from 
' the reft of all Jrela/fii, but from Scaliand not 

* fo much as ore. 

' Wlicther it is credible all the Ships Com- 

* pany do fwear chcy are fent xa H/jiiiciui, when 
' fo many are taken, even coming from liol- 

* land? 

* Your Majefty may lee how many Ships in 
' the Lid are EnglUh Built, taken with Evgdjlj Co- 

* lours, Zing/i/6 Miriners, £«g/i/6 Owners, fomc 

* of them known to your Mai^fty, and to whom - 

* the beft Papers your Majdly, or your Mini- 

* Iters can fign, or the Treaties do require, arc 

* given but all in vain. 

' So that if the Cafe be in the General quite 

* diflcrenc from what in the General is reprc- 

* fenced, we hope it will be no Crime for your 
' Majclly*s Subjcds to make fome Noife in 
' England^ when they are hurt, and when they 
= fee their Goods taken from them by Violsncej 
' and that Violence rather juftify'd, thanted rciVd 
' by Law. 

* *Tis not for the Condemnation pad: on thcfe 
' very ill Cafes enumerated, that your Suhjefts 

do complain, for it were to their Advantage, 

■ if all fuch were punifh'd and deterr'd from 

H 2 'Trade 
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' Trade, who by Colkfion take ihare in that 

* Profit, which the Favour of the prefent Con- 

* junfturc feems wholly to appropriate to this 

* Kingdom. 

» And furely your Majefty and the whole 
' Kingdom did reckon upon this Advantage, and 
' the Extent of Trade that would naturally flow, 
' as one of the greatefl: Fruits, and Blefliogs of 
*■ your Peace; fo that your Majefty being fen- 

* fible of great Decay and Lofe of EHgli/h trading 

* Ships in the late War, did think tt advifable to 
' admit your Subjcds co repair ihemfclves on 

* die fuddt-n by purchafing of Foreign Ships i 

* and your Majefty byyour Authority tnadethem 
' free and fit to partatc in the Benefit of Englijb 

* Ships, to the Diminudon of thofe higher Cu- 

* ftoms, which otherwife fuchShipswereoblig'd 

* to pay, and while your Subjects, with thcfe 
' and with their own home buili Ships, arc in 
' Profecution of the faid Advantages, while 

* CTcry Man is invited by the Conjundurc to 

* venture more, and to cnlurgc his Trade, while 
' by a gener.ll Truft in the Peace and Alliance 

* your Majefty holds with all your Neighbours 

* round about, they are led to go abroad un- 

* avm'd and without Defence, we cinnot but 
' lament it as a great Misfortune and Difap- 

poinrment, to obfervehowthefe yourMajefty's 
Subjcifls are frequently made a Prey of, and ve- 
ry cvily treated both at Sea and Land. 
• Wherefore confitiering that the Root of all 
thcfe Diforders arifes from the Violence and 
Rapine of the Frtncb Capers, who ought to 
be look'd on as Diftorbers of the publrck 
Quiet, and Eftetiiies of the good Friendftiip 
between the two Crowns, wc ar« hutnbly ©t 
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Opinion, that your Majefty has juft Occafion 
from the Injuries paft, and thofe which are 
now depending, and which do every Day in- 
crcale, to make a very ferious Reprefenration 
of all unco his Mo^ Chriftian Majefty j and not 
only prefs for fome better Meriiod of repair- 
ing the Grievances inenrion'd, but earneftly lo 
infill on the Callinginof ^11 Privaiters, orclfe 
your Majerty inuft do righc.and give Defence 
to your Subjefts from all the Infolcncies which, 
ihey fo frequently meet. All which ia maft 
humbJy fubmitttd. 

Council- Chamhtr 31^?. July, i6y$. 

jftigleji], Fmcb. C. 

Bath, £ridgwater^ 

Craveu, H. CovsHlry, 

7. Ernie, G. Cartret. 

Robert SaslhrnclL 



His Majefty taking into liis ferious Confide- 
raiion the daiily Complaints of his Sub- 
^jcdJs, and having a great Scnlc and Rclcm- 
^mencof their ill Ufagc, hath thought fie 
to approve of the laid Report, and is there- 
fore E^racioufly pleas'd to Order and iff 
hereby ordcr'd accordingty. 

THJT Che Right Hon, Mr. Secretary Coven- 
try do immediaiel-j tranfmit lo his Maje y's 
Ambajfadi/r al Paris, a Copy thereof^ that fo- 
ibe evil and unhappy Stale of ibefe Things may be 
rnii4e hnot^n in that Court) and (b<t RemeSes preft 

for 
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f$r in bis Majeft'fs Name^ -wbicb are pnpos'd by . 
the /aid Report ; and Mr. Secretary is alfo to attend. 
the FrcncK Ambaffador here, with the fame Repre- 
/entation, and to eitpoftulate upon all tbefe Hard-. 
Jbips^ and tbe little Remedy given to bis Majeft-j'S' 
Subjeffs, eitber on tbe Merits of ibeir CauJeSt or. 
tbe Recommendations of tbem by bis Majefiy, That 
fb bis Excellency being made fenfiblt of bis Majefiy' s 
Ji'tfpleafure berein, and tbe reafonable Difcontent of 
bis Subjeifs, there may be by bis Care fucb lively . 
hnprejfions hereof fix* d with tbe King his Mafier^ 
and tbe Minijlers of France, as may redrefi tbe 
Evils that are camplain'd oL and obtain the jufi 
Rimedies winch are propos'd. 

Philip Loyd. 

To thefe Evidences, I might add the Lift of 
feveral Ships belonging to our Englijh Mer- 
chants, taken by French Privateers fince Decem- 
ber, 1673. which was alfo prefentcd totheRlghc 
Hon. the Committee of bis Majejly's Privy Coutt' 
til for 'Trade ; and by them to his Majefty, toge- 
ther with the Names of their Owners, and their 
other Circumftances; but it wou*d be too copi- 
ous for this Place, and therefore 'tis fufficienr 
for mc Co Ihcw the Reader only an Account of 
riie Bufinefs ic felf ; of the great Care and Pains 
of the Lords of the Councils Committee for Tradei 
and of his Majefty's Royal Refentment of the 
Sufferings of his Subjefts, and the Abufes put 
upon Great Britain, which may teftify, that no 
Nation under Heaven cou'd have better Rca- 
fons CO juftify a War, than England had for the 
many Dishonours, Affronts and Injuries done qs, 
in return to his Majelly's great Incegrity, and 
fair Carriage, his wife and prudent Adminiftm- 

tion. 



of iheVp-ttJcti Cou' 

rion, together with the Care and Diligence of 
his able Minifters. 

Nay, that this Unfaitlifulnefs of theirs towards' 
US is ingrafted in their very Nature, which will 
farther appear, not only from our own but from 
Accounts given us by other Hiftorians, All tlic 
Time that Scotland was under a Crown leparate 
from England, itwaa perpetually made ufeof by 
France (when any DifRculties were upon us) as a 
hack Door to cnt^Tt difturb, weaken, and atcempc 
vsh-zre'm. England; but, fijice the happy Union of 
the two Crowns under King Javies, they were 
at a Lofs, all his Reign, how to difturb us by 
their wonted Way, until they got an Opportu- 
nity to plague U5 by encouraging a boifterous and 
outrageous Ptirl-j in Scotland, not only to pour in 
upon us Confufion and Defolarion, buc as ic 
were, to open Pandora's Box, varnilh'd over with 
the Name of the Noh Di/cipUfiif, and fill'd with 
all the Plagues of EgypJ, to make our Nation 
miferablei I memP/Yshylery, the pious Mother, 
Nurfc and Seminary of Civil iVars, and perpe- 
tual Faftions among us i fo thac, for the Foun- 
dation of the Civil fVtir, which brought lb inuch 
Mifchief upon U3» wc were h?i\o\d<:ni.o France, 
among the odier good Deeds they have dene to 
our Nation ; but thac I may no longer talk in 
the Clouds, the plain State of the Cafe is this. 

The French having long had a Defign ol con- 
quering the Spanijh Low Countrieiy and concei- 
ving it wss no Time to difcover or attempt it, 
as long as England Ibould be in a Condition to 
hinder it, in order to remove this Impediment 
out of the Way, and the better to attainlheirEnds, 
they thought it expedient in the firfl: Place to em- 
broil the King of England, that infbcad of look- 
ing to Concerns abroad, he might be cmploy'd 

at 
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at home by a fa£liou5 Party of his Scotijh Sub- 
jedb, who before, and in the Year 16^9, had 
ftiewn themfelves very vexatious and troublc- 
fome to his Majefty's Government, about: the 
Afiair of Kifk-DifcipUne, and its Government by 
Bilhops: This was matter combullible enou^ 
for Francf xo work upon, and blowintoa Flame; 
So that Cardinal Rirbelieu, Grand Minifter of 
State to the French King* giving his Agents in 
Scotland large Promifcs and Encouragements, 
fell into a Communion of Councils with tlicmj 
whereby the Fadion was agitated into a down- 
right Rebellion, under the Name of feeking a 
Reformation \ whereapon Refoluciom were taken 
for an Invafion of England^ which was cfFcfted ; 
and the Scots making their Way with an Army 
as far as Newcaftle, took Poffeflion of it ; but 
by the King's Prudence however, they were fent 
home again, and a PaciBcaiion was made, which 
hit Majefty wis in Hopes wou'd have had iwEf- 
fe&. But this not fulling with the Mind of the 
French Mitiiftry, and Richelieu finding, that there 
was a Fermentation of the like OifconienH, and 
fome Profpeft of the fame Defigns in England 
for the Cauic or rather Pretetjcc of Religion, the 
Bellows were blown here alio by the lameHandj 
fome of the Heads of" the Faflion here were 
brought to an amtcahlc Correfpondcncc of Coun- 
cils and Kcfolutions with their Friends of Scol- 
landl a conjund DeCign was laid for 2 fecond In- 
vafion upon Englaml, under the Name ofkroiher- 
iy Jljijiartcei and the Platform o(thcfeItm» Lta^ut 
and Covenant was then propos'd, and approv'd 
by the Agents of their Friend Richelieu^ to be fct 
on Foot 6rft in Scotland -, and by AgrccmcM 
aftrrwards to be cranlrnined in due I'ime, imo 
£»gfa/td. la the mean while tbe Parliament ol 
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ferly one being call'd. Matters began to ripen 
apace for their Purpofe, by Means of a pre- 
valent Faiftion in the Houfe, which fo much 
alarm'd the King and the Court, chat he 
conceivM it was high Time Co prevent the 
growing Evil, by difcovering, fcizing, and ac- 
cufing fomc of the Heads of the FaSlion, viz, 
a Lord, and Jive Members of the Houfe of Com- 
mons. The Articles of die Charge exhibited 
3gainft them were in Number feven, one of 
which was, That ihsj badtraiteroujl-j inviteA, and 
encoura^d a Foreign Powsr to invade bis Majefly's 
Kingdom of England; which was fo true, that he 
defir'd a Tryal of them ; But their Party in the 
tHoufe, not daring to permit it to be put to Proof, 
for fear of further Dcceffion ua'd Means to dif- 
fuade rhe King from further Proceeding againft 
them : And fothe Affair of the Cox^i-waB/, and [he 
other Effects of thd.t Tiivtialion ran the moreround- 
ly on, toa Ripenefs and final Difpatch in Scotland, 
By the Time that the Sun in its Courfe 
brought on the Year 1 643, began the fecond 
Invafion of England^ when the faiftious Party 
flourilh'd their Colours with this infolent and 
incongruous Motto ; For the Crow)i, and Co- 
venant of both Kingdoms. Froni whence we may 
perceive how far^ we were beholden to France 
for all thcMiferies of the enfuing War, and the 
numerous Brood of Factions, which i/Tu'd thence 
in England, Scotland^ and Ireland: And as to the 
Truth of this, wc might have had undeniable 
Evidence, upon the Tryal of tiiofe, whom the 
King had then charg'd with Treafon, if the Tem- 
per of that Time would have permitted a fair 
Profcc'jtion : However it was fufficicntly talk'd 
of in thofe Days, and, I remember, I have icen 
a Book in rhe French Tongue, which was print- 

I cd 
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cd by Adrian Vale, at the Hague, in the third 
Part whereof are eight Chapters, and over the 
fecond Chapter is this Tide, Le Cardinal d< 
Richelieu la Caufe des Deforders arrive en Angle' 
terre. That fs to fay. Cardinal Richelieu the Caufe of 
ths Dtforders hefalkn England ; which he brought 
in, as we faid before, by the Way of Scotland^ 
with an Intent to ruin our Peace, in the Royal 
Family, the Church, and the whole State and 
Government of thefe Realms. 

But to obferve farther how this tampering 
■with, and corrupting other Princes Subjedls, 
is an old Game, which the Ftmch Minifters 
have ever been playing all over Europe \ we 
Ihould remember how the fame Richelieu 
wrought the Revolt of Portugal from the Spa- 
jiiardy and the Rebellion in Catalonia, and car* 
ry'd on the Wars in both rhofe Countries, to 
bring down the Power of Spain ; how he infti- 
gated the Sivedey under Gujlavus Adoipbus, to 
mvade the Empire -, and then the Emperor's Gene- 
ral IVallejiein to betray the Imperial Army, by 
whofe fudden Death, the French Kinz loft the 
^reat Opportunity, of working himfclf into a 
^oflcflion of ihc Imperial Throne ; how Cardinal 
fa2!irine, after him, carryM on the popular Com- 
lOtioDs, rais'd by Mafanelloy m the Kingdom 
[^of TViz/Zt-j, by fending thither the Duke oi Cuiji 
to be their Head to the ahnoft wrefting of that 
Kingdom out of the Hands ot the Spaniard i 
Jiow the French hitriguei fo far prevailM in 5;>tft» 
as to turn the Slueen-Motber out of her Regency, 
and drive out her Favourites (fuch as the Car- 
dinal thought moft fit and firm for the young 
King's Safety^ in order to put him into other 
Hands, and turn all Things in that Courttopfy- 
furvy, that the Spamardi being held in play. 
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by thfir own Divifions at home might belefs 
able to have regard to the Prefetvation of the 
Fiemjngs, or to the carrying on of a joint War 
with the Hollanders j how they have been rhc 
common Enemies of every State; have deftroy'd 
the Peace of Government every where ; have 
fown Faftions in all princely Courts, in their 
Councils, And among fuch of the Subjects, as 
were MalecoJitents; or have fet one Prince 
agaiiift another by ''^urns, as they did in the 
Cafe of the Prince Ele^ter Palatine, with the 
Elf£ler cf MentZy between whom they rais'd con- 
tinual QuarrelSj at one time caking part with 
the 'EleBor Valatine againfl: Metitz, and at ano- 
ther with Menu againfl: the EleS^or, until they 
had miferably harrafs'd, and wafled his Coun- 
try. 

Nor Clin, it be forgotten, what they did to cor- 
rupt the £m;i^njr'3 Council, by means of his own 
Favorite Prince Lokcowitz, whom they brib*d to 
betray their Mafter's Councils and Affairs, the 
like Intrigues, which they carry'd on with the 
Prince of Furjicnhurg, and his Brother -, what they 
did in the Untied Provinces to incommode his 
Highncfs the Prince of Orange, by encouraging 
the de fVi!^, and the Lovmftem Republican Par- 
ty,, againft the Pnacely -, what they did to 
annoy the Emperor, by fofterlng a Rebellion 
againft him in Hungary ; what great Charge 
they were at, to feparate chePower of the Duke 
of Bavaria, and of the Duke of Hanover, from 
the common Interefi of the Empire in this 
War; and how they have divers Times en- 
danger'd all Cbrijtendom by confederating with 
the Grand Sigmor^ to difturb both Hisitgary and 
Poland, for which Caufe ("as my Lord Herbert 
writes in his Hiftory) the Pope had like to have 
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given away the Title Moji Cbriftian froOi dieir 
French King panels the I. and beliow it upon 
our Hrnry the VIII. before he had been dubb'd 
by his HoUnefi with that of Defenfir Fidei, and 
what ArtiBces have been us'd by them to 
fettle and encreafe perpetual Fa&ion among 
the Poli/h Nobility^ whereby other great Oppor- 
tunities have, feveral Tlmes» been given to the 
^urk to fall upon them. 

In a Word, their common Practice hath beeot 
to give the Worldall manner of Diiturbance, and 
to render themfelves in its Opinion the common 
Enemies of its Peace, and a publick Pell among 
the States and Princes in every Country. For* 
wherever they come, they either find combuftible 
Matter, or elfe make it, and then fet Fire to it ; 
Being at a mighty Charge to find a Supply for the 
various Creatures of Faftion in all Places. Thus 
Divide & Itinera is their Handing Policy, and by 
this Means they conquer more by Artifice,than by 
Arms i for they inflame Countries, as well ai bum 
them (as is notorious in the Cafe of Jljatia) xtaL,t 
having enough to do to quench Fires at Home, 
they might have neither Leifure, nor Power to hin- 
der French Projeiis abroad. Queftionleft then, 
fince we in England have leen our Neighbours 
Houfcs fir'd one atter another, 'tis high time to 
look to our own, and fecure our fclves and all 
Europe from fuch Boutefeus, and the iad Effe^ 
of their impious Courfes. 
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SECTION III. 

Shewing that^ as the French had 
dealt faljly with us, and all 
other Princes in the Toint of 
Teace, there was no Security to 
he had for any one Tarty ^hut hy 
a joint IVar, 

HI S Majefty of England, having hitherto on 
his i?arr, preferv'd a fair Regard and 
Amity towards France, and having pafs'd by 
tKe many Indignities and Injuries done to himfelf 
and his Nation, in Hopes that hisBaticncemight» 
by fair MeAfts, have prevaiPd with the Frettcb 
King at lengch to do Jufticeto us, and the reft 
of the Neighbouring Powers, and fn hopes that 
he might perfuade him to have forborne a fur- 
ther Profecution of the War in Flanders, that 
thereby we might have fcen fome good fruit 
of his Majefty's friendly Interpofuion, in Order 
to the Procurement of a fpeedy fiacification ; of- 
fer'd his Mediation betwixt France andtheCon- 
fcderacors, which they feem'd gladly to accepr. 
But we Toon perceiv'd the IlTue was entirely 
contrary to his good Intentions. The French had 
made an unexpected fudden Breach farther upon 
Flandsrs In the Depth ot Winter, and appeared 
refolute to carry the whole Country, if they 
could, before Spring; So that this Surprife giving 
a new Alarm to us, and all our Neighbours, 
the World muft iuftify his Majcfty, that when 

all 
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all amicable Means were us'd in vain, he 
found himfelf, in Prudence, concern'dto take a 
Courfc by War, to vindicate his own Honour, 
againft the many Violations and Affronts afted 
by Franca and by God's Blefling to become 
the happy Inftrument to recover the Rights of 
opprefs'd States and Princes, as well as to pre- 
ferve his own Nation againft the Dangers threa- 
Icn'd at our Doors, and co reftore to Europe that 
glorious CbriJltaH Peace, which could not other- 
wife be obtain'd. 

For Peace was the Subjefl of Chrift's lail 
Sermon, the great Legacy that he bequeathe 
to his Followers. What Chriftians then are 
they, that make it their Intereft, and Bufincfs 
to deftroy it on Earth? 'Tis the Work of wild 
Beafts and Monfters to infeft whole Countries, 
and when Men aft as fuch, the very Law of Na- 
iurty as well as of Nations excites, and jufti- 
fifs all Mankind to War againft them. For if 
we look back upon the former part of this Dif- 
courfc, there we fliall fee, who are the Men, 
whom noTreaties nor Obligations cou'd reduce 
to a more Chriftian State, Their Motta is. Jut 
tjl in j^rm'u ; no Law hut the Lav of ^rmi \ 
therefore by Arms alone, the Quarrel was to 
be decided, and that for the following Rca- 
fons. 

The firft Rcafon I draw from the fummum 
frobahiU ; the highcft Probability, that if wc 
had not hclp'd to reduce tliem, and extinguifh 
War abroad, they wou'd at laft have brought 
ic home to us, which I prove by Confidcration 
of ihefe three Particulars. 

France's Aphorifms of Stale, 

^beir political Creed, and 

Their Neceffily to continue in War. 
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Firjt, The Brti -/fpharifm Is fuch, as is deftru- 
&We of Peace in all Places, and difpofes chem 
to a& accordingly i that is, lo enter into ail 
forts of. j^ff airs, by Rigbi or Wrong, and every 
where oeq^e Arhtien^ by Violence, or by Cun- 
nings by Threats, or h'^ frimdly Pretences. In all 
the Differences paft and prcfenc, they, fome way 
or other, wind chemfelves in to fide with one 
Party, and thence form to themfelvcs an Intcr- 
reil : Nor did ever any People fhew the Icaft 
DiQike to the Government chey were under, 
and an Inclination to Rebellion, bur the French 
fomented it, and made the fa^ious cheJi^Allies. 
They never enter'd into any War to favour iiny 
Party, but with an Intent to exafperare it i 'nor 
into any Peace, but to fow tJic Seeds of new 
DifputeSi as paft Ejtperience hath made evident, 
and the Stories of thefe Truths affords nume- 
rous Examples ; Bur I now want room to in- 
ferc them. So, that if we conftraln them to 
Peace, it will laft no longer than they can work 
our Malecontents Into Mutiny, and then they 
will violate that Peace, by encouraging them, or 
by fiding with them, iecrecly, or openly. 

Secondly, h fecondAphorlfinh, to have, for 
their only Rule, hterejl ofSiale; fo that the 
Faitb of Treaties, the Good of Religion, or the Ties 
of Blood and Amity, cannst bold them. All that 
the Turki have done in Chrijiendam, fincc the Time 
of Francis 1. to our Time, they owe to the Alli- 
ances of France with thcOllomati Court, and to 
the Diverfion vr\\\ch France made in cheir Favour 
againft any Chriftiam, who were likely to ad: 
againft that common Enemy of our Religion. 

Thirdly, Their third Jlfharifm is, to keep other 
States, as much as they can, divided, and bufy'A 
at hornet '^^ ^^fi ejt^i^^d in fome foreign JVar^ as 
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England^ German-^y Italy, Denmark, Spain, Po- 
land, Holland, and many other Countries, have 
had fad Experience. What Peace then with. 
fuchaNacion, -when h^r fi^tlcbcraf Is are fo mans? 

Their fourth is, to keep tbeir you/i^ Brothers, 
njihe heji Families, aiways in Arms abroad, at the 
Expence of their Neigitbours. 

All thefe are the Maxim of Conquerors, nnd 
infallible Evidences of profound Defigns lo en- 
large tlieir Dominions as tar as poflibic % fothat 
to talk to them of Peace, is to talk againft their 
Inierfjl; that is, to no Purpofc. 

Thtf other Thing to be confider'd, is their • j>p- 
litieal Creed, -which I fhill not give you in my 
own Words, but as it is tranflatcd into Englijh. 

* They believe, what others call Violence, is 

• but a bare Precaution, and a Purfuit of one 
' of their infallible Rules of Art, vix. That 

• Conquerors ought to provide for the future, 
' by deftroying whatever may hurt them, and 
' that they ought to have no Law but the 
' Sword, the Appetite of Governing, and the 

• Glory to be had by aggrandizing thcmfclves 

• at the Coft of their Neighbours. Pyrrbus alfo 
' believ'd this J u ft, and Cftfar, that all Things 
' were lawful for Dominion. 

* They generally applaud thefe Maxim, and 
' hold, that nodiing is forbidden them, which 

• miydifturb their Neighbours, and fowDivifion 

• among them ; that they have a fecret Joy tn 

• doing Wrong, and wharcver Ills may be moft 

• afflidting, and outrageous j that Pity is a co- 

• wardly Virtue, which overthrows a Crown, 

• whofe bed Support is Fear, and Impiety its 

• Foundation ; that Arms infpirc a Reverence 

among 

* Thii WW piintetl m Frenib « f^itU Franibt by 7«» 
fttit, 1677. 
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among Men, and Troops arc the admirable 
Advocate? which plead aCaufebeft; that the 
Proclamation of the Cannon is ab"Ve all other^ 
Titles ; that Juftice is a Phantafm, 'Reafon 
a Chimera, Marriage a Trifle, the Faiih of 
Treaties an lllufion, and Peace bur a Bait j 
that their Cabals ought to be full of Myltery, 
their Conferences infnaring, and their Oachs but 
the Sport of Children, a Trap to catch a Cully, 
and a Charm for FooJs. They further betieve 
and fay, that Perjury is juft, and that (accord- 
ing to thfir new Morals) 111 may be done for 
a greater Good ; that SincRrity ruins them ! 
that Pcrfidioulhets is profitable ; Impolturc of 
much Benefit ; that Infidelity is the Charter of 
a Prince; Faith a foolidi Maxim; keeping 
his Word but a mean Compli.inte -, and Vi- 
olence the proper Hinge to move upon, 
' Our Tears they laugh at; our Sighs they 
regard not ; they fpcak one Thing, and do 
another j make greac Promifes, but never per- 
form any. Their Mouth flarters, -while their 
Heart betrays ; they have no Friendfhip with- 
out fome private End, Vengeance is Iwcet to 
them, their froteftion heavy i they embrace 
with one Arm, and deftroy with another. 
Trance \% the Proteus of the Age, and hach % 
thoufand Face& ; ihe enters like a Lamb, tr-ins- 
forms into rhe Fox, and thence becomes a de- 
vouring Wolf. They never p.irdon -, are ne- 
ver to be furpris'd s and their Ways are paft 
finding out* They have a double Face, a 
charming Voice, with a ftudied Behaviour. 
They count nothing a Pleafure but what tends 
to cndave the People, and lead them to 
Defpair j and they make a Telt of the Hatred 
,K 'of 
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* of the conquer'd, fo long as they can but make 

* thtm fear. 

^ ' Elizabrth of Englan/l always afTerted that 
' Fritnce might be efpous'd as a Friend, but nc- 

* ver approv'd for a Neighbour -, for their Ra- 

* pidity and Heat confume what they can reach, 

* nor are they able to fubfift without coveting 
' and invading their Neighbours Goods, and 

* Territories. 

» Thirdly, The laji of the three Particulars to he 

* conftdeT*d is^ that France is under a Netirjily to 
*■ £ontinue War as long as they can, 

Firft, Thi'. appears, by what I have hinted in 
the ficcnd ScStion-t viz, that their King, having 
brought the younger Brothers of his Nobility, 
and Gentry (which are very numerous^ to depend 
upon War for their Livelihood, and by War to 
nuke their Fortunes } he harh conftltuted War 
their Trade. Andtherefore 'tis abfurdto imagine, 
he will, by any long Obfcrvatlon of Peace, de- 
ftroy their Employment, and Livelihood : For 
then, what would follow? Why, they muft even 
prey upon himfclf at home ■, he muft maintain 
them, or they will mutiny, and turn popular. 
For the common People are always apt to run in- 
to Sedition, inhopescf eafing themfclvcs of their 
iroft intolerable Burthens i (or whoever among 
the Bourgeois^ Tradtfmen, or the Peafants, do 
get either Lands, or Money, their King as oft 
as he pleafes, demands three Parts in four, and 
fends Troops of Horfe to colled it. T hefe Thing* 
I fay, may readily difpofc them to clofc with 
nialccontent "Traders in fVar, who will be furc 
to follow that Occupation at home, if they have 
it not abroad; and diis alone is evident enough 
to fhcw that he mud: needs avoid a Peace, though 
he may fecm willing to treat about it, and prc- 

cetid 
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tend f.iir towirds it i and perhaps keep it a little 
while, 'till he can frame to himfelf greater Ad- 
vantages by breaking it, which his Intcrcft (you 
fee) will compel him to, in order to avoid that 
grand Domiftick Mifchicf afore- mcntion'd. 

Secondly^ B-Hcles Peace is fo far againft his In- 
tercfl", that if he grant it, he cannot have any 
tolerable Pretence to keep up that vaft Revenue, 
which he raifes out of the Purfe of the People, 
to maintain his "Wars, which I have heard to 
amount Yearly to above Eleven Afillierjs of Pounds 
Sterling \ befides his Comrihuti-jm rais'd out of 
conquer'd Countries, which are eftimaccd very 
hig^h, by thofc that underftand chem : AH 
which mud needs be dittiini(li''d, if he permit 
Peace. So that 'tis a wrong Thought to imagine 
tha: the French Mimjlen (hould not fee, and 
avoid thefe ConfcquenccSt which would ieflen 
their Profic, as well as their Mafter's. 

Thirdlft But to be brief, by another Reafon of 
State, he is ncceflltatcd not to permit Peace long, 
becaufe without War he cannot long retain his 
numerous Princes, Marefchals, Dukes, and chief 
Nobility, inaDcpendance upon the Crown, to the 
Augmentation of their Eftatcs, or the Satisfaction 
of their Pride, Ambitionj and Avarice, but by be- 
ing able to beftow on them great Military Com- 
mands, Offices, and Governments in [heconquer'd 
and other conquerable Places. By all which ic 
appears what Neccffity lies upon their Minijlers, 
toadvifc and determine ('asMonfieurZ^wx'oy, one 
of the Chief among them did) ibat there was a 
Necejfitj for tbeir Coiitimation of War : And in- 
deed no Man, better than Leuvoy, underftood 
the Tenoper, Inclination, and Int«relt of his 
Majier, 

K 2 Now 
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Now if thefe Things be fb, 'ria Time for us to 
proceed with our other Arguments for War, in 
Behalf of our fJves, and ourForcign Nriglibours. 
Secon^ljt AtiOXheT li-r-ajioti, or Argurrwnt, for us, 
and them to tng:ige in ihit Wiir, is i that as 
ihc French Mlvijlci-i cannot admit of a long Peace, 
fo this is one evident Token, tii''y OL-vcr intend- 
ed it 1 forafmuch as they fo order'd the Matter 
of Peace under Debate at Nimiguen, that the 
Treaty was render'd hopelcfi. 

J'hirdiy^ They have hitherto fruftrated the gra- 
cious Intent, Overt;ures, and Endeavours of his 
Mai<^fty oi Great Britain, to procure a Peace, by 
Mt-diation on the Behalf of the Cofifi-titrate% and 
all Europe^ which is no icfs than a tacit Decla- 
ration tor an univerfal Conqueft. 

Fouribli, A fourib RsMfon may be drawn from 

the Ambition of France^ which is reftlcfs, and 

"rboundlefs, never to be fatisfy'd, more than is 

ftheir Avarice, large enough to fwallow all the 

-ontinenf, while they referve thefe Ifles of Great 

}£ritain and Ireland as the laft Morlels, 

i-i/j-Wy, A fifth Reafon (had I Time, or Place 
fherc; might be copioufly drawn from the great 
(Intcreft of /•hifff^, whofe Dotninions, from the 
'Ruins of other Nations are enlarg'd tn'an im- 
[mcnfcBulk, beyond all tolerable Allowance. So 
that in Comparifon to them, and their immcnfc 
' Power, and Greatnels, the neighbouring States 
and Princes arc become fo light, that they arc 
bin z&ihe J'/rial! DuJI if! the Batla/rce: And there- 
fore if a Co'jffe had not been taken, which tended 
10 lUcir Diminution, there would have foon 
bc«n very 1 ttic Probability of our being able to 
give him a Ceunterpoife. 

That excellent Prince the Duke of Roban^\ 
in his little, but curious Book, Hating the Inj 

(creftfj 
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terefts of feveral Princes^ determines it to be 
the Intereft of England, to keep fuch a Bal- 
lance of Power bcrween France and German-^, 
as not to permit either of them to grow fo 
great, as to be able to opprels one another : 
And to hold it fo even, that if either of 
them exceed, to reduce them immediately to 
an Equality : For this was accounted a prin- 
principal Fart of the {intienl Grandeur of the Eng- 
lilh Nalion. K_ing Henry the Eighth fir ft: well 
fettled it, in managing the Differences betwijtt 
Cbarks the V. then both Emperor, and King 
of 5/'«i«, and Framis tbe I. King of France, the 
two grand Competitors of that Age: That esc- 
cellent Princcfs Queen Elizabeth, well improv'd 
it ; and fo it continu'd till the Time of Cromwell, 
who firft err'd in thii Matter of puhlickto ferve 
his own private Intefeflr, by exalting France be- 
yond its due Proportion, which occafion'd the 
DifSculties that have fince laid in the Way of 
Reducing it. 

By preferving the Ballance of Power in its own 
Hand, Efigiaid was Slways in a Condition when- 
foever (he pleas'd, to difpence Peaee or War to 
every Nation, whereby great Honour redound- 
ed to us throughout the World ; nor was there 
any Thing but War could reftore "it, by re- 
ducing the vaft Extent of the French Great- 
nefs. 

Sixthly, As no Peace then could be made, 
to give us any Security of enjoying it long; 
fo the making of fuch a Peace would but be- 
tray us to the next Opportunity the French pleafe 
to take : Befidcs, that in fuch an Interval wc 
fliould only give them che Opportunity of rein 
forcing thcmfeiveSj and rcplenifli their Trea- 
» fury. 
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fury, and thereby enable them to profecute 
the old Jriifice of Corrupting other ; Princes 
Minlfters, Officers and Governors, and to alie- 
nate, and feparate as many of the Confede- 
rates, as they could, from their holding Coun- 
cils in common for mutual Prefcrvation, and to 
embrace fuch Terms, as they, under a fpecioua 
Shew of Advantages, ihall thinlc lit to propofc 
unto them, which, if obtain'd, would utterly fe- 
parate them and bring this Inconveniency upon 
England, to be left alone, or with but few Af- 
fiftants CO join in the Work of reducing iraffftf 
to its legitimate Bounds, and former moderate 
Condition. 

SrvetslblyyAnoxher Reafon might be taken from 
the Confideration of the great Increafe of the 
Naval Power of France, whereby they arc em- 
bolden'd to give Difturbance to our Merchant- 
Men in our own Seas, fuch an Indignify to 
his Majefty and Violation of our Rights, as 
is not to be endur'd -, and which the Kings of 
this Ifland have, from all Antiquity, pofiefs'd 
as far as the very Shores ol" FrtDice, exclufiveof 
any Pretenrions of Right in any other Nation 
within the FourScas: The Evidences whereof were 
collected, and, with Arguments, drawn from all 
Sorts of Learning and Records, digcftcd into 
an excellent Book, entidcd Mare claufum, wrote 
by the famous Mr .5f?W^B: Among the Particular* 
whereof I remember, that the Addition of the 
Port Cuilis to the Royal Badges of the Crown 
of England fwhich is yet to be feen upon ma- 
ny of the Royal Houfcs, buik by our Kings) 
was made for this Reafon ; «vcn to Ognify to 
all the World, that we iiad a juft Right and 
Title, acPleafure, to Ihut up, and open the Sea 

when 
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when we thought fit, as it were, with a PoTt 
CuUu\ and, by the fame Evidences ic is there 
prov'd, that the Tirle to our Property in the 
Sea is as goad as any Title the French King hath 
to any Part of his Dominion by Land. His 
Grandfather wrote divers Letters, with Kis own 
Hand, to King Jama (which have been feen in 
the Paper-Office at IVhite Hall) to ask leave for 
fome few Veffels to fiJli for fiich Sgaks as he 
Ihould have Occafion for at his own Table i 
which was a fuflicienc Acknowledgment where 
the Sovereignty lies by Sea. There have been al- 
fo in former Times, brisk MefTengers fent to 
the French Kings, as foon as they had but be^ 
gun CO lay the Carcafs of fome pitiful Ship 
Upon the Stocks, requiring them to forbear 
Building: Whichfhews the Frefumption of the 
French in making grand Naval Preparations to 
invade our Seas ; and how our Honour, as well as 
our Right, calls aloud for a Vindication. 

Eight bi-j^Thtxe is one more Reafon to be drawn 
froma Confideration of the Hazard of Religion. 
^Jiy Concerning the Protefiant Religion, about 
which I fhall not ufe any more Words to clear 
this Point, than this fhort Proverb us'd in France^ 
and by them attributed to their King ; that bis 
Grandfalher kv*d the Protefianli, his Fatbtrfear'd 
ibem, and he himfelf bated them , whirfi any one 
that bL'hoIds the Rums of their demolilh'd 
ChurcIicSi and the hard Conditions under which 
they were opprefs'd in every Point, wiihin that 
Kingdom (too large here to recite) will eafily 
believe. 2d, Astouc\iiiathfiRoma}tCaihoHckR.c- 
ligion, how that is like to fare may readily be 
prognofticated, 

Tr»s 
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Tros Rulilufuc fuat, nulla difcrimine habcbunt \ 

Be he a Papijl or a Proff/la?it, the French make na 
Difference in rheir Ufage wherever they come. 
In Tcftimony whereof we need only remember 
how they have dealt in Catahma, /ilfaiia, the 
Spanijb Low Countries^ and divers other Reman 
Calboljck Countries, where all Men exclaim 
againft the Dominion of France. 3^, Where- 
as it was an old Do^rine, infliird into the 
^ind& of the Romans by their Father Con/iff- 
fors, that they ouglit to adhere to Spain and 
ihc Houfe of /iujiriai rather than to pro- 
mote the Frtwfjfe Empire ; (bccaufe Spain, being 
then much tlie greater Kingdom, and eftecra'd 
the dearer Son of the Church, by reafon of its 
greater Zeal, and more ftri£t and entire adhe- 
rence to the iiow/7& Faith, and through the Di- 
ligence of the Jnqutfuion, kept without any mix- 
ture of that, which they call I^erefj, and there- 
fore more likely to continue firm to the Roman 
Sec) but now of late Ages, the State of the Em- 
pire being aker'd, Spain brought much lower, 
and not able to give fuch Protection and De- 
fence, as formerly, to the Roman Caufein thefe 
Paris of the World*, the Pope and his Pricjls 
and 'Jefuits are fo far alter'd too, that, having 
fince icen die French go on like Conquerors, 
ihey have quitted the former Reafons on Spatn'i 
Side, and, like the Men of the World, arc turn'd 
Courlien of Furlune, crying up />vini:f altogether 
now, dioif ihcy pleafcto remember how Francf, 
upon a pen y Quarrel in Home, betwixt fome of the 
Pipe's Soldiers and the Duke of Crcjwi's Servants, 
then AmbalTador there, treated the Pc/rhimfelf 
with fuch unheaid of Infotcncc, that, for mcer 
Fear, he was conftrain'd co abandon divers of his 

Friends 
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Friends and Kindred, and to the perpetual Dif- 
grace oF the /jo/ji Chair, of their Religion, and 
the ador'd Father ofCbnJliaiis (as they would l>etn 
to repute himj they made him cry like a Child, atid 
caus'd a Pillar co be ercdcd in liemp, with an In- 
fcripcion engraven upon it, fignifying the preten- 
ded AH-"ront given to France ; which Pillar conti- 
nued Jbme Years ftanding, until the Tears of his 
Holinefs prrvail'd for the DemolilTiing of it ; if 
they were to remember this, I fay, rhey wou'd be 
of a different Sendment. The Roman PnVy/jhowe- 
vcr do venture to magnify France as murh, as 
they likiSpaifj before, not confidering how their 
Jnterefl of Religion declines there, by rhe mar- 
vellous Increafe of the Protejlatiti and Jafifenifis^ 
and by the Indifterency of Za] in molt of the 
Fremb Papijis. For were it not Reajhn of SlaSe, 
that holds it up there among the Great Ones for 
the prcfcnt, no Man knows how foon it might 
be relinquifh'd i if a little Time fhotild happen 
to alter t\\zt Reafon of State, or if their Mimjkrt 
fliould think they have as good Reafon to in- 
vade //rf/j, as other Places ; and, after Conquelt 
of the fmaller Princes there, feJze Saint Peter's 
P.itrimony for an Addition to the French King's 
Revenue, and then make the Pof^i content to 
become his Chaplain, and to be glad of a Pen- 
fion, as the Mufti is at Conflanlinople : Who 
knows then how far Reafon of Stite may alter 
it fclf, and make further Innovadons? But let 
the Popi/h Party look Co thac; they may hope 
the beft, if they pleafe i but we and all the reft, 
of the Proieflant Party, in Germany and other 
Parts, m,uft be fure to go to wreck, as faft as 
they can reach us, and then deal with us, as tliejr 
do with their own, in the Concerns of Religion, 
as well as other Things. 

L Outa 
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Ours would be fure lo go down : And the 
Papijh cannot be fure their Religion ftiall not 
receive Alterations, efpeciatly in fecular Ad- 
vantages of "Wealth and Power; feeing even in 
France the King hath already converted to his 
own Ufe a great part of the monaflick Reve- 
nues i fo thai it almoft equally concern'd both 
Papiji and Prolcjiant, in Reference to Religion, 
to venture their feveral Powers and Intcreus in 
one common Bottom, and to hinder in others 
this obilinate Purfuit of the Projcft of an 
univerfal Monarch-^. 

Ninthly, The laft Argument that might be 
brought, may be the itn'werfd /nelitialion of our 
People at that Time towards a War, and the 
like Inclinations, if not Neceffity, that appears 
among our foreign Neighbours. Never was 
there a more marveJlous Confcot of Mankbd 
about any one Bunnefsi therefore there need 
not more Words lo prcis it on. 
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Section IV. 

^n j^ccount of Such Ohje&ions 
and Impediments, as hy Male- 
contents mi^dt he caft hi the 
way, in cafe his Majefty had 
jeen Caufe to make a War. 

THAT there arc Dlfcontents among uj, 
is a Thing not to be deny'd 5 and the Au- 
thors of them are fufficiently known. They arc 
a fort of ominous Birds, always hovering about 
City and Suburbs, prefuming to mifreprefent, 
argue, and arbitrate the great Affairs of State; 
and fach is the licentious Liberty they take to 
themfelvcsj that they cenfure, arreign, and con- 
demn what and whom they pleafe. Againft the 
Sitting of Parliament, they always gather and 
appear in whole Flights and Flocks, breeding 
falfe News, and boding Mifchief wherefoever 
rheycome. They fometimcs haunt the Houfesof 
AmbafladorSj and oiher foreign Minifters, if 
they can get any Intimacy with their Servants, 
with whom they give and take Supplies towards 
a Stock of Intelligence j the one to furnifli the 
foreign Poft, the other the Coffee Houfes : Thence 
they iffue again, and betake thcmfclvcs to their 
Cahah^ in order to furntlh them with all kind 
of fi(Sticious News, and to fettle Correfpondencics 
both Eaji and JVed : And to that End, receive 
CemmiiTion to become Emijfurics htiwlxt fome 
L 2 par- 
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particular Wifeacres. If the Parliament chance 
at any Time to be prorogu'd or adjourn'd, that 
Seafon proves to this fort of News-mongers like 
a nipping- Froft 10 FlieSy and they are even ready 
to die away like fainting Grafs-hoppers. There's 
nothing revives them, in the Interval, like fomc 
unlucky Mifchiet befallen the Court. 'Tis Mif- 
chief they gape for, and yet are but Fools at 
doing it, and therefore ought to be better in- 
ftrufted. 

I would objeft, that tt was too late to enter 
upon a Warjbccaufe it (hou'd have been done \)^- 
forttheFrencb King cou'dhave madehislmpref- 
fion into the Spanijh Low Countries^ and before 
the Confederates were brought fo low. 

Befides, I would not, with patience, fuffer 
any one to fay, that it was not too late i or 
that, had his Majefty confented to it fooner, there 
are fufficient Reafons to be given why it might 
have turn'd very much to the prejudice of his 
Affairs i as for Inftancc, 

Firfi, Had his Majefty declar'd an immediate 
Confent to it, it had been all one as to have de- 
clar'd a War ; for, the French are not fo flow 
witted as not to apprehend it fo, nor fo rcmifs 
as not to deal with us accordingly. What cou'd 
we have expected, but thatourMcrchantsShips, 
which at that Time were in great Numbers tra- 
ding within the Dominions of France with all 
their EfFefts, wou'd have been immediately feiz'd? 
whereby his Majefty, befides the Lo0es of our 
Merchants, muft have loft a great Sum of Mo- 
pey, accruing here to hisCuftoms by the Import 
of thofe Goods and Commodities. 

Secondly^ His Majefty very well underftood 
what an important point 'tis to confenc to a War, 

vhicti 
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(which is all one in Effe£t as to proclaim a War) 
before competent preparation made for it by 
Money, Ammunition, Men, Ships, and all other 
NecelTaries for War, cou'd be ready to put it in 
Execution. 

Tbirdiy^ The French King might then (for ought 
that can be faid to the contrary) have been there- 
by fo exafperated, as to lay afide a while his 
Affairs in Planders; and, being ready furnifh'd 
with all the Neceflaries that we wanted, imme- 
diately have refolv'd to fall upon us by an Inva- 
fion ; and what (I pray) could have hindcr'd at 
that Time fuch a Surprifc of us, 

Fourih!^, It had been a ftrange Adventure 
for his Majefty to have been (0 forward in enga- 
ging himfclf by Promife to enter into the War, 
before it was known what ihc Con/ed^^rales vio^'d 
do to encourage us to their AlTillance, for the 
Diftrefs lay upon them more than upon U3 ; and 
for that Reafon there ought to have been no De- 
Jay on their parts, but a quick. Execution of 
what was rcafonable to be done in order to en- 
gage us in their Confederacy. 

Fifthly, Since the French King, pretended 
to accept of his Majefty's Mediation in order 
to a rcafonable Peace, it was queftionlefs very 
convenient we Ihou'd flrop a while to fee what 
wou'd be the Ifliie of his pretence, that in cafe 
he fliouid play foul, and deceive us, we might 
have the jultcr and fairer Caufe to go to War 
with him. 

Sixthly, If there had not been any of thefe 
Reafons for delaying, yet the happy jJlliance 
with the Prince oi Orange, which was foon after 
accomplilh'd, being a very good expedient to 
Open the Way for further Confcderacieji, is what 

may 
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may abundantly ferve to bailancc any pretended 
Inconveniency» that our Caution migiit bring 
upon us. 

But to proceed, If notwithftanding chefe Rea- 
fons, anyone of thefeMen oflntciligcnce Ihou'd 
yet mifchievoully o3;V^7, that Delay was the Ruin 
of FiatidtTSi and made a Recovery of it in a 
Manner impoffible ; let fuch confider, that the 
Spaniard, by his not clofing with us in our friend- 
ly Inclinacion, fecms co be of a different Opini- 
on, and that Flam^rrs was not fo near Ruin j 
fince he himfclf made a further Delay, by not 
coming up to oiir reafonablc Demands at thac 
Time, when he fo much pretended it, and all 
Men expetfted he wou'd accordingly have done 
k out of hand, 

. Bcfides let thorcA'(Wj and Mifchief-mon^en re- 
member, it was not long after they themfelves 
Cin one of their fediriousC/tr^j) were of Opinion, 
that the Confederates^ if we were join'd with 
th«m, would be able to work Miracles in Bnn- 
den againft the French: But it feeras that the 
Lofs of St. GbiJJain, or of a Town or two more, 
had dcpriv'd us and the Flem'mp of all I'ower to 
do what was fit to fcrvc the Country. 

I c hath been told me, thatthehkeDifcourfe at 
tbntTime being bandy'd about ata certain Cabal 
of Nnvs-mongfrs^ one that fat in the Coffee-room 
flept tothem.and faid honeftly, * That he won- 

* der'd there fliould happen jimong fomeMen fuch 

* a fudden Change of Opinion, and that it muft 

* needs give a Sufpicion there is fome invifibic 
• « Springs that move them, iovntfrcrft Intriff/e 

* and Rfftrve in the Heart, when the Tongue 

* gocsatfoglibaR:itej a nd that they were « Sore 

* of People tutOfM to argue pn and can by Turns, 
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' as their own Occafions alter i that they were re- 
' folv'd todillike whatfocver the King may judge 
' in R^afon fic to do in his publick AiFairs -, and 

* that chey put on the Approbations and Difap- 

* provements of a War, accordingly as they are 
' influenc'd, and as xhclf^ord is given out by their 
' envious malecontented Z,/rtJ^rj, and as it may 
' fcrve to plcife, aiid render thcmfelvcs gra- 
' cious in their Eyes to whom they are Re- 
' tainers i I do remember (faid he^ what Joy and 
' Bonfires tlie People had, as foon as the Marriage 

* of the Prince of Orange was dedar'd ; and noE 

* many Days after, tliefe Men of uneafy and dif- 
' contented Spirits rais'd innumerable Scandalia- 

* bout it, How far the iv-fflfihavchadan Influence 

* on fuch pi^tulent Talkers, I cannot fay ■, but other 
' Men more honell: fpeak broad enough about it. 

Which having been thus roundly uttcr'd the 

Genlleman paid for his Coffee, and went his Way, 
leaving ihsm all in an Atnaze to guefs who this 
Man fhould be. 

No fooner was this Gentleman gone, but ano- 
ther, who overheard the Difcourlc, drew near 
to them (for all arc free at a Coffee-boufe) and 
fitting down faid, ' Gentlemen, pardon me if 

* I tell you, I was here t'other Day, and heard 

* fome others of you difcourfing about Money 

* to carry on the War j and mcrhought tt wai 

* much any among you fliould think it rcafo- 

* nable» and highly necefTary to have War, and 

* others yet be of Opinion, that the Point of 

* Money fliou'd be encumber'd with Delays or 

* Difputes about it. What wou'd this be, wou'd 

* it not render us ridiculous to the French^ and 

* make them fcorn us ! wou'd it not difhearten 

* the Confederates, and make them jealous, that 

* whaifoevcT H^fiiuihris we lake co give them 

* Hope 
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* Hope of Affiftancc, yet as foon as they are 

* taken, they will, by one Accidencor other, be 
' made impracticable? In Time of Necedicyt 
' when Hanmhai was at the Gates, or any other 

* Enemy nigh coming, the /^ffwajft ever inftitu- 

* ted a Temporan Officer, wliom tliey call'dDr- 

* Ifalor^ and to Mm the Senace and People gave, 

* during the pubhck Danger f but not longer) as 
» fulla Power, as the King of Francenov/ enjoys, 

* to do and take whatfocvcr he fhould judge nc- 

* ceflary to fecure thepublick State of rlie Na- 

* tion ; by which Pohcy they avoided alt Dif* 

* pules and Debates about the Concerns of the 

* War, and fo they generally came oft" with 

* Succels. Be it far from me to urge at this 
' time, that we ftiould on thtsOccafion of ours 
» imitate them, but mcthinks we fhould ib far 

* learn of them, as to do all wc can to avoid 

* and lay afidt- Difpinltigsv efpecially about the 

* very Li/& and Si)tewi of a War, a conftanc 

* Supply of Money, and other NecclTaries i and 

* to come as near the Roman Policy as the pub- 

* lick Cotiftitution, Conveniences, and State of 

* our Government ' can poflibly permit, if we 
' mean toobtain thclike happy Succefs, aTruft 

* muft be loclg'd fome where j 'tis the beft 

* and fafeft Way therefore to place it where, 

* and in what manner the Law hath plac*d 
' it. The Law^ obhges the People, as well as 

* the King ; it obliges the Kin^ to make War, 

* where and when he /hall bej-idgc it needful : 

* And on the otHcr Hand, it obliges the Peo- 

* pie, readilyand cheerfully to give him nccef- 
' fury Supplies; othcrwifc this A bfurdity would 

* be imply'd in our Law^ that it would oblige 

* rhc King, and leave the People Icofe in this 

* Mailer i which can by no Means be fuppos'd, 

•be- 
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* becaufe it would oblige Iilin to an Impofljbi- 
' iity, ic being impolTible for him to do hia 

* Fart, unltrfs they on their Part fhall fufficient- 
' ly fuppJy him \ which 'tis not to be imagin'd 

* the People can be fo mad as to decline, be- 

* caufe 'tis for the common Safety, that Supreme 

* Law (which IS a farther Tye upon themj and 

* if they obferve not that, it is in Effeft a fru- 
' ftrating both of Law and Government it felf ; 

* and, at this Time, an unnatural Abandoning 

* of ourfelves, and a giving up of that molt 

* noble Caufe, wherein all Europe is fo deeply 
' concern*d. 1 thought, Genikmsn, to have fpo- 
' ken no more at thi; time i but (craving your 

* Pardon) Sin, let me tell you, I over-heard 

* what fome of your Company faid \ and 

* reflefting upon State Particulars paft, the 

* reviving whereof would better become the 

* Mouth of a common Enemy, than a true 

* Enghjhman^ being Matters altogether foreign 

* to the Bufinefs of War, which is now the 

* unum necejfarium \ and 'till all fit RL-folu- 

* tions uDon that be taken, why fhould any 

* Matters inferior, that may caufe Difron- 
' tent or Divilion of Minds, be difcours'd 
' among you ? I will not fo much as name 

* them, to give you Caufe to over-heat your- 

* felves to anfwcr me ; I refoJve to bury them, 

* and all that you then faid about them : For 

* I am no Spy upon you j I am a Gentleman, 
' and if any other Perfon, that is an Informer 

* may have taken notice of what you faid, and 

* Ihould chancetocallmetoWitnefs any Thing 

* againft youj know I have a Gcnlir^man'^ A/f- 
' mor-j, very apt to forget all upon fuch an Oc- 

* cafion. 

M This 
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This Difcourfe fas I have been told) fur- 
pris'd them more than what was laid by the 
other Geitsleman, infomuch that the Compiny 
ftar'd on him wich Silence, being rrofl: of them 
(1 fuppofcj of Opiniont that what he faid was 
Rcafon. But as there is in a!I Companies Ibmc, 
whom no Rcafon can fatisfy, fo there were (it 
fcems) among them fome few Emijfana, and 
Milchief-mongers belonging to their^'dirt/j, who 
began to grumb!e> but prefently broke up, and 
went to the fcveral Places of Caballing, and com-, 
municatcd th,e Matter ch?re to their Principals j. 
among whom there happening to be ifalfi Bro- 
ther, or two, and by that Means I got the Story. 
Now fer a Conclu/ion: Let mc remind the. 
Reader, that though our Chronicles tell us, 
that Ed'ivard the III. conqaer'd Frawf?, and his 
Son Eii'-j;ard^ cali'd the Black Prince^ brought 
their King Prifoner \r\to Et}g!and -, and though 
Hmry the V. made a ftrcond and more compleai 
Conqucft of them, being crown'd King at Pa-. 
ris i and his Son H^ary the VI. alfo crOwft'd 
there and reign'd over them many Tears : Yet. 
the Cafe is alter'd. France is quite another 
thing; it is now one conipaftBody \ k, inthofc 
Days, was fhar'd by divers Sovereign Princes^ 
which made the French King but little in Cora- 
wparifon of what he is \a thefe Days; being be-, 
■come exceedingly more potent and more dlffi-. 
Bcult to fjbduc, by reafon of his prefcnt Supe<. 
riority to alt ihofe Sovereignties. 

But to ballance thefe Advantages of his, we. 
Bought to confidcr, that Eniland is fikcwifc now, 
B (through God*s good Providence) becoma 
Pmuch more powerful than It was then; for. 
though we had Ireland^ yet it was but a mUc- 
■ riblc half planted Country, always rebellious 
B againft 
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againft us ; fo thit it was an extraordinary Charge, 
and a Clog rather than a Help to us : But now we 
have it improv'd to the Height, and the Ir'ijh in as 
good Order and Difciplmeasourfiagyi/S. Like- 
wife the AccefTion of the Kingdom ot S^ailand, 
a numerous and warlike Beople, which cben was 
alfo anodier great Clog upon us, is now united 
with us. To rhefe Confiderations we may add, 
that by Acceflion of the Confederates (if they 
pleafc to be plain with us) we were, I think, a 
counterprife enough to anfwer all the French AA~ 
vantages, and no Man thatknows "wh^i England 
is at Sea, and what an KnzUJb Seanma is^ will 
doubt, efpecially if Holland jo'm with us, we were 
a Match tuSicicnt for that King ; and that we 
over-rpatch him in this, thai we bad a belter 
Caufi \ and therefore (God pardoning our Ini- 
quities in other Matters) have a better Hope of 
t)iv'ine BenediMwn, 

Which being well weigh'd, we may very apt- 
ly invert the old Saying of Ckero, jKjiiJ/mum 
helium iniquiffims pact anlifsro, which being a 
little Paraphras'd in £«_5/i/&, t, upon the whole 
Matter, conclude, That a jujt fVar is to be pre- 
fcrr'd before an tinjujf Peace, which js dangeroui to 
us, and all the reft of the united Powers. 

As for the Treaty of Utrecht, how well the 
French have obfcrv'd that, I fhaJl refer my Rea- 
der to tht Craftfman ot November i^th, and the 
DfliYj Poft Boy of November iiftj 1729. which 
have both made hrge Difcants upon iti there 
haslikewife been fincc that time communicated 
to the Publick, by other Writers, feveral more 
Quotations, which werewritcn fome Years ago, 
by that great and worthy Author Sir Richard 
Steele^ wherein he has reprefented the French 
Faith, efpecially relating 10 Dunkirk, which I 

re- 
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recommend as worthy of notice ; But it is 
with Pleafure that I can fay» for at leaft hope^ 
the Times are now chang'd. "Wv^Frmch King is 
fo iiappy as to be furrounded with Men of known 
Integrity and Judgment at home, as likewifc 
fuch as are able to take care of his Intereft a- 
broad, all joining with the good Intentionsof 
their Mafter ; refolving to continue in Friend- 
fliip with his Majefty of Great Britain (as appears 
by their Diligence and Forwardncfs towards the 
Procuring a iaJUng Pea^e) that they have a£ted 
morejuftly and faithfully with us in vf«//« lately 
concluded, thin their Predeceflbrs in foztncv Reigmi 
fo that, after all the Patience the King of England 
has had, and the great Care and Pains he has 
taken, together with the Advice and Rcfolu- 
tions of his wife and able Minlji(rs, that his Sub- 
jeSf Jhall have Jujiice done them ; the Refult no 
doubt will prove totheHonour andSatisfaffion 
of his Majcji-j^ and his AlUeiy and to the Advan- 
tage of the En^ijh Nation, 
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